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C A N D I D A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

CRAIG GRAF

Born and raised in Copley Township, Craig Graf graduated from Copley High 
School in 1988 and Kent State University in 1993. 

In 2002 and 2003, Craig was a member of The Ohio State University Leadership, 
Education and Development (Lead) Program, Class IX. He served on the advisory 
board for the OSU Swank Program in Urban/Rural Policy from 2002 through 
2005. The Swank Program conducts and supports research, teaching and 
outreach within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences; 
the Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center; and Ohio State 
University Extension. The goal is to combine innovative approaches in economic 
theory, planning, advanced statistical research, and geographical information 
systems to create products that can be used by the academic community, 
stakeholders, policymakers, students, and the public. 

Craig is an owner-operator of Graf Growers, a family owned vegetable farm and 
greenhouse in Copley Township. He is a member of Farm Bureau and has been 
a Summit SWCD Supervisor since 2006.  Craig currently resides in Fairlawn. 
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C A N D I D A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

ROBERT L CURTIS

Rob Curtis is a veteran field biologist and lifelong resident of the region. A 
student of the outdoors since his childhood, he has a deep understanding of the 
many factors driving natural systems and a passion to protect our natural 
heritage. Rob has a Bachelor of Science degree in wildlife management from 
The Pennsylvania State University and has been faithfully serving the community 
for 13 years as an ecologist for Summit Metro Parks. At the park district, he is 
responsible for plant and animal surveys, wetland and stream delineation, and 
habitat evaluation, protection and restoration. 

Rob is respected by his peers throughout the region and active in a number of 
state and local conservation efforts. He is a founding member of Lake Erie 
Allegheny Partnership (LEAP) for Biodiversity (leapbio.org). Prior to his 
employment with the park district he worked for six years as a wetlands 
ecologist for EnviroScience, Inc. in Stow, as well as several other private and 
public conservation agencies. He and his wife Natasha reside in Tallmadge and 
have spent the past 20 years living and working in Summit County raising three 
children.  
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C A N D I D A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

ROBERT J WARNER
Bob Warner is a longtime resident of Summit County, having lived in West Akron for 
more than forty years. Thirty of those most recent years, he has been employed at 
Environmental Design Group, a professional planning, design and engineering firm 
located on Grant Street. Mr. Warner’s current role at the firm is director of surveying 
services and residential land development, and he served on the firm’s Board of 
Directors 1987-2004. He is a licensed surveyor throughout Ohio, West Virginia, Kentucky 
and Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Warner is Co-chair of the Akron Homebuilders Land Use Committee, and has been a 
member of the Akron Home Builders Association since 1986. He is also past president 
and current member of the Summit County Land Title Association. He currently 
volunteers, serving on the Board of Directors for Nazareth Housing Development, a 
nonprofit homebuilder, since 2009, and he teaches seminars on land surveying for the 
Akron Bar Association. For several years, Mr. Warner served on the Curriculum Advisory 
Committee to the University of Akron’s surveying department, from which he previously 
earned his associate degree in 1977. 

He resides in Highland Square with his wife of 37 years with whom he has four boys, 
ages 23-34. Mr. Warner is a 37-year member of St. Vincent’s Catholic Church and has 
been coordinator of ushers at the parish for the past four years. His interests include 
home remodeling, gardening and studying history. 
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C A N D I D A T E  I N F O R M A T I O N

MIKE RORAR
Mike Rorar grew up in Akron (Ellet) and graduated from Kent State University with a BS in 
Conservation and Forestry and a Minor in History.  He was employed with Bath Township 
as Park Director for 16 years overseeing 400 acres of park property.  Some notable 
accomplishments during this time included overseeing the construction and opening of 
three parks, stream restorations of 2000 lineal feet, and over 50 acres of wetland 
restoration. Mike was promoted to Assistant Service Director at Bath Township for the 
last three of the sixteen years. This added the duties of assisting the management with all 
street maintenance, building and grounds as well as cemeteries to the Park duties.

For the last three years, Mike served as Superintendent of Public Works for the City of 
Canton.  Duties included the overseeing of all public streets and right-of-ways, as well as 
setting up and cleaning up of all city events. The most prominent event was the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame Parade. Notable accomplishments included implementing a  plan 
to reduce the amount of road salt entering the city’s drinking water and a maintenance 
strategy for roads that were constructed on soils with seasonal perched water tables. 
        
Currently, Mike is serving as the Service Director for the City of Tallmadge, where he 
oversees the departments of Utilities (Water/ Sewer), Street, Cemetery, Zoning and Park 
and Recreation. Mike has roughly twenty years of labor, operational, and management 
experience in the field of parks, recreation and highway operations. A broad range of 
responsibilities have included overseeing multi-million-dollar operating and capital 
budgets, development and maintenance of nearly 1,000 lane miles of streets and 
highways, park renovation, design, and construction. 


