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The Summit Soil and Water Conservation
District (SWCD) celebrated its 72nd year of environmental service at the Annual Breakfast
Meeting held on Tuesday, October 23, 2018, at the Coventry Oaks Pavilion in the
Firestone Metro Parks in Akron. The Annual Meeting began with the election of one
member to the Summit SWCD five-member Board of Supervisors. Martin Hilovsky, Judith
Mitchell, and David Whited were all candidates,
with Martin Hilovsky being the one incumbent. The
District would like to thank all our candidates for
their interest. Martin Hilovsky was re-elected and
will serve a 3-year term on the Board, collaborating
with the other four members to steer District
conservation efforts in Summit County toward
sustainability.
Dr. John Peck presenting
Featured speaker at the meeting was Dr. John
Peck, Professor from the Department of
Geosciences at the University of Akron, who gave a very educational presentation on
Sediment Studies of Environmental Change in Northeast Ohio.
Each year at our Annual Meeting, we give out awards for outstanding individuals and
programs that further efforts for improved Stormwater Quality and other pressing
environmental concerns in our county and watersheds.
Out of the many deserving candidates for annual Conservation awards in Summit County
in 2018, we chose these two for awards at our Annual Meeting:

2018 Urban Conservation Award:
This year’s recipient of the 2018 Urban conservation award has been protecting water
quality, natural resources, and environmentally sensitive areas for decades. They have
been pioneers in implementing low impact development and green infrastructure when
these concepts were introduced to Ohio. There were many successes and some
failures. Even when these efforts failed, they provided a wealth of knowledge on
remedies or planning changes to avoid these same mistakes. When they were
successful, we received watershed benefits and opportunities to showcase these
practices. This organization has participated in planning and hosting our stormwater
workshops and provided Summit SWCD staff the opportunity to jump in and
demonstrate green infrastructure installation and maintenance.
Recently, they have taken on a new project which has produced wonderful benefits like
reducing stormwater runoff and pollutants, increasing biodiversity, creating urban tree
canopy and wildlife habitat, and
increasing ground water recharge and
time of concentration of surface flow.
This recent project has taken a
biological desert with sterile open
space and worked toward restoring it
to pre-settlement conditions. The
improvements range from
Left to Right: Chuck Hauber, Dion Harris,
reforestation through planting of
Mike Johnson, (Summit Metro Parks),
thousands of trees and nuts, killing
Dennis Stoiber, (Summit SWCD), Nick
turf grass and growing native
Moscos, (Summit Metro Parks)
wildflowers and grasses, to tearing
out drainage tile and restoring
streams and wetlands. The Summit Metro Parks have once again demonstrated their
ability to protect and restore critical areas, habitats and water quality for Summit County
residents and visitors. Summit Metro Park received the 2018 Urban Conservation
Award for its decades of conservation work and more recent work with the Cascade
Valley Metro Park Valley View Area.

2018 Educator of the Year Award:
James Trogdon is a Science Teacher who goes above and beyond to seek out every
available opportunity to expand his students’ horizons and enhance their learning
experience. He brings the outdoors into the classroom because every inch of space is
taken up by natural artifacts such as preserved animals, birds, insects, pelts, skeletons,
nests, rocks and minerals. He teaches science with a hands-on approach and his
students can see and touch what they read about in their textbooks.

Jim Trogdon enables his students to learn how science, nature, and civics work
together by giving them valuable time outdoors and involving them in environmental
improvement initiatives such as the Cottage Grove Daylighting Stream restoration
project designed to prevent flooding. Since 2016, Mr. Trogdon has come out to the
Cottage Grove Ballfields in Coventry with a busload of students. First, they came to
observe the empty ballfields where the original stream was covered up years ago, and
then again to plant trees in the newly exposed soil at the beginning of the restoration.
When the same students arrived at the site the next year, they were thrilled to see how
much their trees had grown and how the little stream was flowing along in its new
streambed. They were able to see the changes from a barren field to thriving biological
communities.
Each year now, Jim brings his students out to Cottage Grove to plant trees, search for
birds and native plants, and explore the stream for
bugs and fish. Pairing advanced technology with
environmental science, he has partnered with Earth
Echo International, for the Water Challenge Program,
and using drone technology, has filmed the class field
trips which have been broadcast internationally. In
the Earth Echo Water Challenge Program, there are
1,534,554 participants in 146 countries, involved in
testing 77,685 bodies of water.
To quote Coventry Middle School Principal Tina
Norris in a Suburbanite article, “His professional
leadership is immeasurable.” “He truly understands
the essence of the middle-level learner. He is full of
enthusiasm, encouragement and creative ideas that
he freely shares with peers. Coventry students are so
fortunate to experience the gift of his talents in the
classroom.” The Summit SWCD “Educator of the
Year” in 2018 is Mr. James Trogdon.

Martin Hilovsky
and
James Trogdon

For those who may be interested, here is some information on Earth Echo:
Earth Echo International’s mission is to inspire young people worldwide to act now for a
sustainable future. Earth Echo is a nonprofit 501c3 organization founded in 2000 by
siblings Philippe and Alexandra Cousteau in honor of their father Philippe Cousteau Sr.,
son of the legendary explorer Jacques Yves Cousteau. Philippe Sr.’s belief in “a world
where every single child can breathe fresh air, drink clean water, and walk on green
grass under a blue sky” serves as their vision to this day. Earth Echo’s 21st century
tools and interactive resources equip youth to identify and solve environmental
challenges starting in their own communities.”

Winter Salt Watch
One of the biggest
environmental
challenges that we face
is the question of how to
reduce the rainwater
runoff that enters our
surface and
groundwaters due to
increased development
and impervious
surfaces. Not only does this runoff cause flooding but it also carries pollutants which
wreak havoc with our streams and the aquatic life in them.
Road salt, applied mostly in the winter, becomes a formidable pollutant, because salt
does not “disappear” after a storm event. Fish and bugs that live in freshwater streams
can’t survive in extra salty water. According to study results from the Izaak Walton
League, 118 million Americans also depend on local streams for drinking water. Water
treatment plants are not equipped to filter out the extra salt, so it can end up in your tap
water and even corrode pipes. The salt is also absorbed into the ground at the roadside
where it can soak into the groundwater supply or be washed into streams with every
rain storm. Salt impacts roadside vegetation, by damaging and killing trees and other
plants. Salt also causes corrosion of vehicles and metal infrastructure when it reacts
with the metal.
Road salt is applied to road surfaces in the winter to disrupt the freezing cycle. Road
salt works by lowering the freezing point of water through a process called freezing
point depression. The salt (NaCl) breaks into its separate ions, Sodium and Chloride, in
a small amount of water. The added particles make it more difficult for the water to
freeze into ice, so it lowers the freezing point of the water. For road salt to work, there
needs to be a small amount of liquid water. This is part of the reason why road salt is
not effective in extremely cold weather when water would freeze too easily. When cold
weather is forecast, it is common to pre-treat roads with brine, which is a solution of salt
and water. This allows plows to remove ice and snow before it solidifies on the
roadway. The application of the substances in the winter allow road crews to make the
roads safer for winter driving.
Road salt replaced sand, which was used in earlier times to add grit to snow and ice to
improve traction. Some communities used ashes as well. But in the spring, all that sand
and ash needed to be swept off the roads and picked up, so it didn’t get washed into
streams and lakes with the snow melt and spring rain. The search for alternative types
of road salt has been going on for years. There are some substitutes available that use

calcium, magnesium, or potassium, instead of sodium, but they all cost more up-front.
The relatively inexpensive price of traditional road salt makes it the most popular choice.
Water Quality impacts from road salt in the winter have long been problematic but there
are some ways we can work toward the solution. Besides reducing the amount of runoff
with green infrastructure, raingardens, rainbarrels, and streamside plantings, we can
help to reduce the amount of salt in the runoff. Here are some homeowner and
business Best Management Practices:
Shovel early and often: When you remove snow manually you will need less salt
and the de-icing material will be more effective. Begin as early as you can and
keep up with the snowfall, (unless freezing rain is forecast to follow the snow) so
the sun can get at the pavement or sidewalk and melt it away. You may not even
need salt.
Reposition snow piles: Shovel away from paved surfaces if possible. Dump your
shoveled snow onto nearby grassy or vegetated areas so that the snow melt will
absorb into the ground, preventing runoff containing dissolved salt and other
pollutants from entering the storm drains.
Apply only what’s needed: Remember-One cup of road salt will de-ice 250
square feet or ten sidewalk squares. Sprinkle de-icing material on icy areas
only and follow manufacturer’s instructions for working temperatures and
application rates. Winter salt is most effective between 32 degrees F and 10
degrees F.
Apply protectively: Keep salt application away from any stormdrain, or where
melted runoff can mix with salt and then flow into a stormdrain. Stormdrains
lead directly to streams, rivers, and lakes.

Safe roads are very important to all of us, and we can achieve safety and still be more
efficient and careful with our road salt. If we practice the best management practices,
we can make a difference and improve conditions for ourselves and future generations.
For more information and to get the free Water Reporter app. for your phone, go to
https://www.iwla.org/conservation/water/winter-salt-watch from the Izaak Walton
League.
References:
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies
IZAAK Walton League of America
Lake George Association
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Ullmann’s Encyclopedia of Industrial Chemistry
U.S. Geological Survey

“Save Our Sand Run” Workshop Series
Summit SWCD is partnering with Summit Metro Parks
and Davey Tree Expert Company to hold three free
spring workshops in the Sand Run Watershed area of
the Summit Metro Parks. The workshops will focus on
the Sand Run Watershed and what practical
measures residents can take to improve water quality
there and improve the natural environment in the
Metro Park and in their own yard. Topics covered will
include Raingardens and Rainbarrels, Tree Planting
and Care, and planting Native Plants and Living
Landscapes. For more information and to register for
one or all of the workshops, go to the Metro Parks
website at:
https://www.summitmetroparks.org/ProgramsAndEvents.aspx?year=2019&month
=3.

Stormdrain Art Project
The Water Quality theme for 2018 was “Steer Clear of Pollutants-On the Road to Clean
Water.” One of the ways that Summit SWCD promoted that theme was to sponsor a
stormdrain art project. We had four high schools interested in this project which
involved painting a design on a stormdrain near their schools. The schools that were
able to complete their designs before winter were
Bishop Hoban High School in Akron and Twinsburg
High School. The paintings are highly visible and
depict the animals and plants who live in, and depend
on, our streams and lakes for their habitat. The
paintings showcase the
direct connections that the
stormdrains have to that
habitat. Many people don’t
realize that there is a direct
connection and that all the
pollutants go straight into
the stream, creating
detrimental effects on water quality and the animals and
plants, not to mention humans. If you would like more
information on this program, please call 330-926-2452.

2019 Area II Envirothon
Attention All Teachers, Science Curriculum
Specialists and Principals:
If you work with students who have a
strong interest in environmental issues,
then check out the Northeast Ohio Area II
Envirothon.
The 2019 Envirothon is sponsored by
the Ohio Department of Agriculture,
Division of Soil and Water Resources and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts. This program provides a unique opportunity to introduce your
students to the concept of environmental conservation and promotes the idea that we
need to use the Earth’s resources in a sustainable manner that
will benefit present and future generations.
The 2019 Northeast Ohio Area II Envirothon will be held on
Thursday, April 25, 2019 at Camp Beaumont, 2429 OH-45,
Rock Creek, OH 44084, and is sponsored by Ashtabula and
Trumbull County Soil and Water Conservation Districts. A high
school may send up to two, five-member teams. Homeschool
groups are also encouraged to participate. Students currently
in grades 9 through 12 or equivalent home school ranking at
the time of the Envirothon may participate. Completed
registration and release forms must be returned to Summit Soil
and Water Conservation District, 1180 South Main St., Suite 241, Akron, OH 44301, by
March 15, 2019, or to Ashtabula Soil and Water Conservation District, 39 Wall Street,
Jefferson, OH 44047, by March 22, 2019.
As in past years, the “eco-station” format will be utilized. At each station, students will
answer questions from the five study content areas of Soils, Wildlife, Forestry, Aquatics,
and Environmental Issues. The 2019 Environmental issue is “Agriculture and the
Environment: Knowledge & Technology to Feed the World.” If you would like a copy of
each of the educational materials that have been provided on the subject, please
contact Sandy Barbic at sbarbic@summitswcd.org, or call 330-926-2452. You may go
to our website at: https://sswcd.summitoh.net/education/2019-envirothoninformation for more information, or to https://ofswcd.org/envirothon.html.
Please contact the Summit Soil and Water Conservation District office with any
questions, and to request a registration packet. If you are new to the Envirothon, we will
be happy to speak with you about this great program.

Summit SWCD Sales for Backyard Conservation
Growing Native Plants from Seeds
Spring is almost here and it’s time to start
planning for your summer garden. Have you
ever dreamed of a yard filled with color and
fragrance? Well, your dreams will come true
when you shrink your turf grass area by
introducing native wildflowers and grasses into
your landscaping plan. Summit SWCD is
partnering with OPN Seed to feature six native
seed kits that will beautify your yard and provide benefits to birds, bees, butterflies,
pollinators, and people. To view the selections and order, go to
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2019-native-seed-sale.

Organic Lawn Care for a Healthy Yard
Summit SWCD is once again offering Organic Lawn
Care items for sale from Good Nature organic lawn care
company. Organic lawn care products use safe and
natural ingredients to create a green, pest-free yard. By
using a combination of natural fertilizers, pesticides and
hands-on care, you can create a yard that is attractive,
healthy, and environmentally sustainable. For more
information on organic lawn care products, click here:
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2019-organic-lawn-care-sale.

Planting Cover Crops for Healthy Soil
Summit SWCD will be offering Cover Crops for sale in 2019 through Walnut Creek
Seeds LLC. Cover crops help to retain the soil, lessen erosion, and decrease the impact
of rainfall on the garden by slowing the runoff of the rainwater. They also reduce soil
compaction, suppress weed growth, and reduce the leaching out of nutrients from the
soil. Cover crop top growth adds organic matter when it combines with the soil. The
root system also provides organic matter and opens passageways that improve air and
water movement in the soil. Scientific studies have shown that cover crops drill down
into the soil, some as much as six feet, opening pathways for water and oxygen. When

they decompose, the next crop planted will follow the rooting network laid out by the
cover crop.
You can plant cover crops for summer cover in any
unused garden space. Colorful cover crops such as
bachelor’s buttons and crimson clover will not only
improve soil, they'll beautify your garden beds as well.
Cover crops planted to winter-over will protect and
enrich the soil over winter months. There is an
excellent website where you can learn all about cover
crops. Go to
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organicgardening/cover-crops-improve-soilzmaz09onzraw.aspx.
To find out more and order your cover crop seeds, go to:
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2019-cover-crop-seed-sale

2019 Seedling Tree Sale
Summit SWCD is again holding a tree seedling sale this year, partnering with Licking
SWCD. Trees the most successful allies in the battle to reduce stormwater runoff.
Customers can choose from 21 native tree species, including new species Red Osier
Dogwood and Chinquapin Oak. Customers can order any tree in quantities of 5, 25, or
100, as well as a few 3-4’ saplings. Additional items for sale include marking flags
(white), tree tubes with wood stake, and dibble bars. Paper orders, and online ordering
are available. You can still come in to our office to order and pay by cash, check, or
credit card. You can check out the catalog and order online by going to:
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2019-tree-sale.

Native Plant Sale
You can help restore Ohio’s native vegetation and improve the water quality and
health of our lakes and streams by including a Native Plant Garden as part of your
landscaping plan.
The Summit Soil and Water Conservation District is offering several different types
of native plant kits for sale this spring, in 2019. Each kit contains 50 native plant plugs
and costs $125.00. There are 7 types of kits available, with 10 varieties of native plants
in each kit. Refer to the order form below to see what species are included in these kits:
Rain Garden, Butterfly/Bird, Xerces Society Pollinator, Shade, Wetland, Prairie and
Prairie Grass.
Summit SWCD will accept orders for the native plants anytime up until March
1, 2019. Payment must accompany the order. We will be able to accept credit cards at
the office or online. If you are paying in cash, please bring the correct amount to our
office. Please do not mail cash. No need to pick your plant kit up! The native plant
kits will be shipped to individual addresses, with deliveries beginning in mid-May
2019. There is no additional charge for shipping.

For more information, contact the Summit SWCD office at (330) 926-2452 or go to:
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2019-native-plant-sale
Happy Planting!

Summit SWCD 2019 Native Plant Kit Sale
Each kit contains 50 native plant plugs (2 ¼” X 5”)
Rain Garden Kit
Swamp Milkweed
Swamp Aster
Brown Fox Sedge
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Blue Flag
Marsh Blazing Star
Ohio Goldenrod
Showy Black-Eyed Susan
Prairie Dropseed
Culver’s Root

Wetland Kit

Butterfly/Bird Kit
Butterfly Weed
Wild Columbine
Stokes Aster
Showy Goldenrod
Royal Catchfly
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Rough Blazing Star
Foxglove Beard-Tongue
Brown-Eyed Susan
Prairie Dropseed

Swamp Milkweed
Bristly Sedge
Brown Fox Sedge
Spotted Joe Pye Weed
Common Rush
Ridell’s Goldenrod
Marsh Blazing Star
Blue Flag
Great Blue Lobelia
Swamp Aster

Xerces Society Pollinator Kit
Wild Columbine
Common Milkweed
Lavender Hyssop
Purple Prairie Clover
Wild Bergamot
Sky Blue Aster
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Golden Alexanders
Stiff Goldenrod
Prairie Dropseed

Prairie Kit

Prairie Grass Kit

Shade Kit

Little Bluestem
Butterfly Weed
Smooth Blue Aster
Nodding Onion
Wild Bergamot
Broad-Leaved Purple
Coneflower
Yellow Coneflower
Common Spiderwort
Showy Black-Eyed
Susan
Prairie Dropseed
Golden Alexanders

Big Bluestem
Side-Oats Grama
Copper-Shouldered Oval
Sedge
Canada Wild Rye
Indian Grass
Bottlebrush Grass
June Grass
Switch Grass
Little Bluestem
Prairie Dropseed

Wild Columbine
Heart-Leaved Aster
Indian Wood Oats
Tall Bellflower
Bottlebrush Grass
Blue Stemmed Goldenrod
Common Spiderwort
Culver’s Root
Golden Alexanders
Purple Joe Pye Weed

The native plant kits will be shipped to individual addresses starting
in mid-May. There is no additional charge for shipping. Native Plant
substitutions may be made if necessary.
The kits cost $125.00 each. Payment must accompany the order. Make your check
payable to Summit SWCD. You can come in to the office to order or mail in your
order. Deadline for orders is March 1, 2019.
2019 Native Plant Sale Order Form
Name_____________________________
Address_______________________
City___________St._____Zip_______
Phone_________________________
E-Mail_________________________

Mail with Payment to:
Summit SWCD
1180 South Main Street
Suite 241
Akron, OH 44301
Phone: (330) 926-2452
http://sswcd.summitoh.net

Rain Garden Kit
Butterfly/Bird Kit
Wetland Kit
Xerces Society
Shade Kit
Prairie Kit
Prairie Grass
Total Enclosed

#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
#___@ $125.00 ea._______
$______________

Order Deadline March 1, 2019

Summit Soil & Water Conservation District
1180 South Main Street, Suite 241
Akron, Ohio, 44301
http://www.sswcd.oh.net
sswcd.summitoh.net
Phone (330)-929-2871

