2019 Autumn
Newsletter

2019 Summit SWCD Annual Meeting Notice
The Summit Soil & Water Conservation District will be hosting its 73nd Annual
& Program Planning Meeting on Tuesday, October 22, 2019, at the Coventry
Oaks Pavilion in the Firestone Metro Parks, 40 Axline Avenue, Akron Ohio,
44319.
Interested residents and stakeholders are invited to attend this very important
meeting which will begin with a supervisor election at 8:00 a.m. A breakfast will
be provided for those who attend with a
short program to follow.
The public voting process will take
place between 8:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
See Summit SWCD Election
Procedures for more information.
The featured presentation at the Annual
Meeting will be given by a
representative from the Akron Zoo, who
will discuss some of the Zoo’s environmentally sustainable projects and
programs.
The District will also be recognizing some outstanding conservation partners
with awards.

If you are interested in attending this meeting, please fill out and mail the
meeting reservation form to the district office at 1180 South Main Street, Suite
241, Akron, Ohio, 44301. You may also email the district at staff@summitoh.net
with your information.
The absentee ballots must be received in the District office by 12:00 noon on
Monday, October 21, 2019. For more information, contact the SWCD office at
(330) 926-2445.

Summit SWCD Supervisor Election Procedures
Summit County residents attending our annual breakfast meeting this year will be
able to participate in the annual supervisor election. After arriving at the breakfast
meeting on October 22, 2019, (see Annual Meeting notice for full details on the
meeting) attendees will be able to vote for the candidate of their choice.
This year’s meeting will commence at 8:00 a.m. for registration, with breakfast
served at 8:15. Voting will begin at 8:00 a.m. and conclude at 9:00 a.m.
We have three highly qualified candidates in 2019 running to fill two positions on
the Board of Supervisors.

We have two incumbents running for office in 2019:
The incumbents are Robert W. Bobel and Dennis Stoiber.

Robert W. Bobel
Rob Bobel worked as the Park Engineer for Cuyahoga
Valley National Park, retiring in 2017 from the National
Park Service. He and his wife have written or edited a
number of hiking guides of trails in northeast Ohio,
including the popular Towpath Companion: A Traveler’s
Guide to the Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. For over
16 years he has been a Supervisor for the Summit Soil
and Water Conservation District and currently serves as
the Board Chair.

Rob is an avid birder and regularly volunteers with Audubon and other
environmentally minded groups gathering local bird census data. In addition to
hiking and birding, he enjoys traveling, cycling, and most recently woodcarving
using local avian fauna as subjects.

Dennis C. Stoiber, ASLA
Mr. Stoiber is a landscape architect who retired from GPD Group, an
architectural and engineering consulting firm located in Akron, at the end of 2012.
He had been with the firm for twenty-three years, serving first as a staff
landscape architect, then as a project manager and,
finally, as a principal and practice leader for the site
development and parks and recreation design teams. Mr.
Stoiber has served as a Supervisor for the Summit Soil
and Water Conservation District since 2011.
Prior to his time with GPD, Mr. Stoiber practiced for
seventeen years in the areas of chemical engineering
and landscape architecture. He possesses a Bachelor of
Chemical Engineering degree from the University of
Dayton and a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture degree from the Ohio State
University. He is a registered landscape architect in the State of Ohio (1985) and
had been registered in eight other states, as well, at the time of his retirement.
He gained Council of Landscape Architecture Review Boards certification in
2005.
Mr. Stoiber is a 31-year resident of the Village of Silver Lake in Summit County.
He has served on the Summit County Planning Commission since 2005 and the
Village of Silver Lake Planning Commission since 2007. He also serves on the
Policy Committee of the District 8 Natural Resources Assistance Council. He is a
past member of the American Society of Landscape Architects, the Ohio Parks
and Recreation Association, the Ohio and Erie Canalway Coalition and the Rails
to Trails Conservancy. He has served as a volunteer reading tutor in the Akron
Public Schools.

We have one new candidate running this year.
The new candidate running this year is Ana Burns.
Ana Burns is the area manager of environmental services for
Davey Resource Group. She received an M.S.E.S. in Applied
Ecology degree from Indiana University School of Public and
Environmental Affairs and holds a B.S. in Biology, from
Indiana University as well.
Ms. Burns is responsible for overseeing ecological surveys
and environmental planning studies, as well as the
specialized management of ecological and wetlands
permitting projects, mitigation bank planning and monitoring
projects, and natural resource restoration design projects.
She has 19 years of experience in the natural resources and
environmental planning fields and is knowledgeable of state and federal stream
and wetlands regulations, all aspects of Section 401 and 404 permitting, isolated
wetlands regulations, and the federal mitigation rule for compensatory mitigation
and its application to mitigation banking. Ms. Burns has managed multiple
401/404 permitting projects along with numerous natural resource inventories
and planning projects. In addition, she has assisted with grant writing and
managing grant-funded projects.
Ms. Burns has coordinated and facilitated public meetings and hearings and has
assisted in developing various planning documents, including greenways
planning, watershed planning, and urban forestry management plans. In addition,
Ms. Burns has developed many informational public outreach publications, has
prepared electronic sources of information for distribution, and has given various
presentations at universities, conferences, and symposiums. With a background
in urban and rural planning, she is well versed in working with planning
commissions, steering committees, and local political groups. Ana is also a
board member and vice-president of the Tinker’s Creek Watershed Partners.

County residents and landowners who cannot attend the Summit SWCD Annual
Meeting have two other options for voting for the District board members. They
may call the district office to request that an absentee ballot be mailed to them, or
they can come in and cast their vote at our office, located at 1180 South Main
Street, Suite 241, during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and
between the dates of October 1, 2019 and October 21, 2019. Absentee voting
ends at noon on October 21, 2019. If you would like more information regarding
these proceedings, please contact our office at (330) 926-2445, or go to our
website, http://sswcd.summitoh.net.

Reduce Your Rainwater Runoff Footprint! Plant Native Plants!

Did you know that up to 70% of the pollution that ends up in our streams, rivers,
and lakes is carried by stormwater runoff that is polluted by
activities from our own yards and gardens? Synthetic lawn care
practices can negatively impact water quality. These activities
range from exposed soils to pesticides, fertilizers, pet waste, and
grass clippings, just to name a few. Precipitation running off the
land from farms, suburban lawns, and urban paved surfaces is
the leading source of water pollution in America today.
Your yard is an important component of healthy soil and water
quality because clean water starts at home. As a homeowner,
you can help clean up stormwater, minimize runoff, provide
wildlife habitat and improve soil health and the water quality of
our waterways. You can achieve all this by practicing backyard
conservation, using healthy organic lawn care practices, and
planting native plants. Using native plants in your yard and
garden is one of the most effective backyard conservation
practices that you can use to limit runoff.

Native plants have long roots that:
•

Find their own water.

•

Decrease soil compaction.

•

Filter out pollutants.

•

Prevent soil erosion and sediment transport into
streams and lakes.

In the photo on the right, Dr. Jerry Glover stands next
to a 14-foot tangle of Indian Grass, compass plant,
and big bluestem grass that he grew.

Native plants provide:
•

Beauty

•

Habitat

•

Biodiversity

•

Essential services for

stressed species such as
Monarch Butterflies, bees, and
bats.

Use Native Plants for Stream Buffers and Shoreline Plantings.
•

Native plants take up nutrients, reducing algal blooms.

•

Native plants provide shoreline stabilization.

•

Native plant buffers discourage geese from congregating in the planted
area because predators may be hiding among the plants and the geese
will go elsewhere.

•

Native plants filter and prevent pollutants from entering the water.

Native Plants Provide “Lawn Chair” * Landscaping!
(You can practically tend your garden from your lawn chair.)
•

Natives are hardy and able to survive harsh winters, summer heat, and
drought.

•

Once established, native plants need little maintenance, very little
weeding, mulching, mowing, or watering, and no fertilizer.

•

Native plants provide homes for beneficial insects which take the place of
harmful pesticides for protecting your plants.

•

(Do keep in mind that no plants are totally maintenance-free, and you will
need to spend more time caring for your native gardens in the first 2-3
years, including watering if there is an extremely dry season.)

*Blue Thumb

Be An “Early Bird” and Plan Ahead!
•

Decide the size of your native garden.

•

Have your soil tested before you choose your plants.

•

Check local ordinances for any restrictions. (If there are, talk to your
local officials to modify the ordinances to allow for native plants.)

•

Consult a professional and look for locally grown ecotypes.

•

Select plants that attract the most diversity of wildlife and provide the
most services.

•

Keep in mind that the right plant must be planted in the right place.

Please contact us for more information on native plant gardens and other
environmental topics at 330-926-2452, or e-mail at sbarbic@summitoh.net.

Can You “Dig” Soil?

The students in Ms. Ruth Roope’s 6th grade class at
Miller South School for the Performing Arts in Akron
certainly do! Miller South is famous for having an
extremely talented student body, so it is no surprise
that one of those students placed second in a recent
state-wide poster contest.
A sixth-grader, Lila Jade Stark, was awarded second
place for her poster in the fourth to sixth grade
category in the National Association of Conservation
Districts’ 2019 poster contest for the State of Ohio.
The NACD holds a yearly national poster contest open to kindergarten through
twelfth grade students. In Ohio, the individual county Soil and Water
Conservation Districts submit local school entries to the state and the Ohio
Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts sponsors the state-level
contest. Then the state conservation association, auxiliary or state poster contest
sponsor, selects a state poster winning entry from each grade division level-(k-1;
2-3; 4-6: 7-9: 10-12) for entry in the national contest.
The 2019 Conservation Stewardship theme was “Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper.”
Science teacher Ruth Roope encouraged her students to enter the contest and
invited Summit Soil and Water Conservation District out to Miller South to give
presentations on soil biology and geology to add to the students’ understanding
of what really goes on in the soil. As always, the students impressed with their
knowledge and questions and when they submitted the poster contest entries, I
was amazed at the level of understanding displayed by the students concerning
the importance of soil for life on our planet.

When we received the contest results, it was a very pleasant surprise to discover
that one of our local students came in second in the whole state for the fourth to
sixth grade group. I am planning another visit to Miller South in September to
give certificates to all the students who participated in the contest and am really
looking forward to that day! It is very inspiring to know that this new generation
of students care about our environment and other living organisms and know that
they will be the ones in charge of the stewardship of our planet earth someday.
If you think that you know of any school or students that might be interested in
entering the NACD poster contest in 2020, or just want more information on the
contest, please contact me at 330-926-2452.

Annual Milkweed Pod Collection
9/1/19 - 10/30/19
It’s that time again!
The Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative is
calling on Ohioans for a third year of
Milkweed pod collections! This project started in 2015 as county pilot and last the
last few years hundreds of Ohioans worked together to collect the seeds. Since
the first year, the volunteers have collected approximately 5000 gallons of
common milkweed seed pods, totaling over 22 million seeds! Milkweed is the
only host plant for the Monarch butterfly for egg laying and caterpillar rearing. It
also serves as a food source for Monarchs as well as many other pollinator
species. The disappearance of milkweed across the U.S. has contributed to the
80% decline of the eastern monarch butterfly population over the last 20 years.
We are working hard to change this, and you can help! Let’s make our collection
efforts in 2018 even better by following these simple tips!
• Make sure that before you collect seed, you become familiar with the common
milkweed to avoid harvesting pods from similar plants such as hemp dogbane.
• It is best to collect the pods when they are dry, grey, or brown. IT IS
IMPORTANT TO CHECK THIS!
• If the center seam pops with gentle pressure, the seeds can be harvested.
• Store the pods in paper bags because plastic bags collect unwanted moisture.
• Put the date and county collected on the bag when
you turn them in.
• Keep the pods in a cool, dry area until you can
deliver them to the nearest collection site.

Collection starts September 1st and ends on October
30th. (We will accept pods until November 1st.) The
collection site for Summit County is at the Ohio State
University Extension Office at 440 Vernon Odom

Blvd., Akron, 44307 and we are grateful for their willingness to host the bin. If
you have any questions about the seedpod collection in Summit County, please
call Summit Soil and Water Conservation District at 330-926-2452 or write
sbarbic@summitoh.net.
If you have questions regarding the milkweed collection program statewide,
please contact Marci Lininger at Marci.Lininger@dot.ohio.gov. For more
information on Milkweeds refer to this video! http://u.osu.edu/beelab/milkweedseed/. We thank you for your help!

Trees…Superheroes in Action for Conservation!
Trees are the “Giants” of the forest and the largest members of the
Plant kingdom so it makes sense that native trees
in your community provide “King-sized” benefits.

Did you know that trees in our communities provide many services beyond the
beauty and curb appeal they lend to streets and properties? For instance, a
Northern Red Oak will provide habitat for 557 species of butterflies and moths, as
well as for many other insects, birds, and other wildlife.
One of the most important benefits is the ability of trees to capture and hold
stormwater. This leads to a reduction in the volume of water rushing through
gutters and pipes following a storm. The result is less investment in expensive
infrastructure (storm sewers) and cleaner water when the runoff reaches rivers
and lakes.
Urban stormwater runoff (non-point source pollution) washes chemicals (oil,
gasoline, road salts, fertilizers and other lawn chemicals) from hard surfaces
such as roadways and parking lots into streams, wetlands, rivers and oceans.

Drinking water, aquatic life and the health of our entire ecosystem can be
adversely affected by this process.
Trees act as mini-reservoirs, controlling runoff at the source. Trees reduce runoff
by:
Ï Intercepting and holding rain on leaves, branches and bark.
Ï Increasing infiltration and storage of rainwater through the tree’s root
system.
Ï Reducing soil erosion by slowing rainfall before it strikes the soil.
Ï Tree roots hold the soil in place and prevent sediments, (another major
component of non-point source pollution) from entering lakes and streams.
The next time you shelter under a tree canopy in a rainstorm (check for lightning
first) and experience the umbrella effect, consider the outstanding service that
each tree provides to the quality of our environment. Besides keeping you dry,
the leaves and bark of a tree retain large volumes of water, allowing some to
evaporate, and some to reach the ground at a slower rate. Depending on the
species, a single tree may store 100 gallons or more, until it becomes saturated
after one or two inches of rainfall. A single Northern Red Oak planted in
Northeastern Ohio, with a diameter of only 18 inches will intercept as much as
1,616 gallons of stormwater runoff annually. When multiplied by all the trees in a
community, this catching and holding of rainwater is very significant and can
reduce annual urban runoff by 2%-7%. When native trees are combined with
other natural landscaping features such as native plants, as much as 65% of
stormwater runoff can be reduced in residential developments. This reduction
can be converted into dollar savings due to the use of smaller drainage and
artificial stormwater retention systems.
Another important reason to value trees and include them as an integral part of a
community’s infrastructure is their positive influence on public health. Trees have
a huge impact on both the physical and mental health of our citizens.
There are four major mechanisms for explaining the relationship between urban
forestry and human health:

Ï Physical Action by trees
Y Tree leaves filter the air, absorbing pollutants that trigger asthma
and other respiratory diseases. These pollutants include sulfur
dioxide, nitrogen oxide and particulate matter, (dust, soot, fly ash,
diesel exhaust particles, wood smoke and sulfate aerosols.)
Y Trees sequester carbon, and this reduces global warming, urban
heat islands, and ozone production, as well as saving energy and
fossil fuels.
Y Photosynthesis provides oxygen and transpiration gives off water
vapor and adds to the cooling influence of trees.
Y Trees reduce smog when they shade asphalt and parked vehicles,
because the evaporation of hydrocarbon emissions from leaked
gasoline is reduced.
Y Trees shading recreation areas reduce harmful exposure to the
sun’s ultraviolet rays which have been linked to certain types of
cancer.
Ï Human Physical Activity Encouraged by Trees
Y Trees make outdoor spaces attractive and invite recreational
activities which, in turn, contribute to overall physical health and
combat obesity.
Y Streets with wide sidewalks and 8-foot tree lawns with trees are
considered safer for children who walk to school.
Y Roadside trees and green landscaping have been shown to reduce
driver stress and aggression.

Ï Restoration and Individual Benefits
Y Hospital patients with a view of trees have an average of 8.5 days
shorter recovery time.
Y In various studies, trees and natural settings have been shown to
reduce muscle tension and blood pressure.
Y Roadside trees and green landscaping can reduce driver stress
and aggression, calming traffic and reducing accidents.
Y Exposure to trees has been shown to improve cognitive function in
people and increase problem-solving skills.
Ï Social Support
Y There is a relationship between trees and a reduction in violence in
and around urban housing projects.
Y Urban children play in outdoor spaces with trees about twice as
often as in barren spaces and the rate of beneficial play is higher.
The role of trees in stormwater retention and public health benefits is one more
reason why the planting and care of trees in our communities is of critical
importance. Philanthropist Warren Buffet referred to one of the best reasons for
planting trees when he said, “Someone is sitting in the shade today because
someone planted a tree a long time ago.” Please consider including native trees
in your home and commercial landscaping plans. For more information on trees
and other environmental topics, please call 330-926-2452.

References: Tree City Bulletin no. 55, Tree City Bulletin no. 57,
http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/

Autumn Leaves Are Falling.
“Leave” Them on Your Lawn for a Healthy Yard & Clean Water!

Autumn leaves are starting to fall and now is a good time to consider alternatives
to dumping them in the street for pick-up. Even though your community may
offer this service, you might want to consider the option of recycling those leaves
on your own property, which is after all, Mother Nature’s method of recycling.
(Little elves are not out in the forests raking and bagging leaves.) Recycling
leaves on your lawn will also keep them out of the storm drains and away from
our surface waters where they would only add nutrients and encourage algae
blooms.
It takes a little bit of time, but eventually, all the leaves are transformed by
worms, bacteria, and other soil organisms into rich humus, which will continue to
feed trees, shrubs, and other plants. Your yard will benefit from this natural
process for years to come.
Trees on your property draw nutrients and minerals from the soil, converting
them into new leaves and branches. When you rake up those leaves, you
interfere with the natural cycle by which nutrients are returned to the soil. After a
few years, the soil will lose its fertility and ultimately affect the health of all the
plants that you are trying to grow. Spreading costly fertilizers on your lawn may
restore some nutrients, but not all the vital minerals and organic matter needed
for healthy, vigorous plants. On the other hand, leaves contain all the nutrients
and micronutrients that your lawn needs. Because you need to get your leaves
back into your soil somehow, the best way to do that is to use your lawnmower.

For many years now, almost all new lawnmowers have been marketed as
mulching mowers. After decades of bagging clippings, many homeowners have
learned that it is best to “grasscycle” their lawn clippings when they mow.
Clippings left in place decompose quickly and provide nutrients to keep the lawn
healthy. “Grasscycling” clippings also keeps them out of the storm drains and
surface waters, where they can also become a culprit along with the leaves, in
depositing excess nutrients during rainstorm runoff. Your lawnmower can do
double-duty as a leaf mulcher as well. Mower blades can easily shred whole
leaves into small pieces, approximately one-tenth of their original size. Your
huge bounty of leaves will disappear into a thin layer of small particles which are
easily digested by worms, bacteria, and other tiny soil organisms. In fact, a
healthy earthworm population can drag a one-inch layer of organic matter down
into the underground burrows in just a few months. Unseen by human eyes, they
are diligently loosening and enriching your soil, and feeding the roots of your
lawn for free.
Begin the work of leaf-mulching by setting the mower to a normal three-inch
height. Remove bagging attachments and block off the chute on a reardischarge machine. Run your mower over the lawn while walking slowly, giving
the mower blades plenty of time to shred up the leaves. Please note that mowermulching works best when leaves are relatively dry and are no more than one
inch deep, so try and start the process when leaves are just starting to fall. If
your mower has a side discharge chute, you will probably want to begin on the
outside perimeter of your lawn, blowing your chopped leaves onto unmowed
areas, and continue mowing inward. This will keep the leaf particles on the lawn
and even allow your mower to mow over them a few more times. If your first
pass over the lawn has left a significant quantity of whole leaves, go back over
the leaves while mowing at a right angle to the first cut. Leaves take more work
than grass, especially if they are somewhat damp.
Shredded leaves may be used for other healthy additions to your landscape.
You can apply the leaves as mulch two to four inches thick under your trees and
shrubs, being careful to keep the shredded material away from the tree trunk and

root crown. The leaves can also be applied to planting beds like perennial beds
and herb gardens. A two to three-inch mulch layer will help maintain a uniform
soil temperature all winter and protect tender root systems. The mulch blanket
will also prevent frost upheaval caused by frequent thawing and refreezing, which
is especially damaging to bulbs, tuberous flowers, and some less hardy
perennials. The leaf mulch will also feed your plants by recycling nutrients,
conserving soil moisture during dry spells, and prevent the emergence of weeds.
Avoid applying mulch until after the first hard freeze.
You can also add your shredded leaves to a compost pile or bin. The smaller
leaf particles decompose in about 75 per-cent of the time required by whole
leaves and you will be able to add a large quantity of whole leaves which will give
you a lot of mulch to use if you have a property with many mature trees. If you
are still cutting some grass blades as you run over the leaves, you are probably
creating the perfect combination of materials to establish an effective, fastworking compost pile which will reward you with nutrient-rich compost ready for
use in the spring.
Mulching leaves into your lawn is just the first step toward a naturally healthy
lawn. You can aerate your lawn with a core-aerating machine available for rent,
or you can hire a lawn care service for liquid aeration. Either way, aerating works
well, especially on compacted soils, making spaces for air and water to infiltrate,
and making room for organic matter to filter deeper into subsoils and root zones.
You should also test your soil to see what nutrients it needs, if any, and if your
soil needs to be limed to adjust the Ph. Since autumn is the best time to fertilize,
you can use your soil-test results to determine fertilizer needs. You should use
organic, slow-release fertilizer, preferably animal manure, to feed the soil and
your lawn’s roots all winter long.
If you choose to recycle your leaves along with grass clippings, you will protect
your landscape from the ravages of winter, and you can look forward to the
spring season by creating a healthy environment for spring planting. You will
also have the satisfaction of knowing that you have had a positive impact, now

and in the future, on the water quality of our streams and lakes in Northeast
Ohio.

References:
Montgomery County, Maryland, Department of Environmental Protection
Summit Soil & Water Conservation District

Native Plants Have Their Day in the Sun!
Just like Rock Stars on the “Cover of the Rolling Stone,” Native plants have
made their humble way to the cover of “Better Homes and Gardens,” the fourth
most purchased magazine in the United States. May they continue to become
more popular and desired for home landscapes and gardens and fulfill their
rightful place along with their co-evolved insects as part of a diverse, sustainable
environment.

Check us out on our website at
sswcd.summitoh.net and on social media.

Summit Soil and Water Conservation District
1180 South Main Street, Suite 241, Akron, Ohio 44301
(330)-929-2871  sswcd.summitoh.net

