
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

2019 Summit Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting 

The Summit Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD) celebrated its 73nd year of 

environmental service at the Annual 

Breakfast Meeting held on Tuesday, October 

22, 2019, at the Coventry Oaks Pavilion in the 

Firestone Metro Parks in Akron. The Annual 

Meeting began with the election of two 

members to the Summit SWCD five-member 

Board of Supervisors.  Robert Bobel, Ana 

Burns, and Dennis Stoiber were all 

candidates, with Robert Bobel and Dennis Stoiber being the incumbents. The 

District would like to thank all our candidates for their interest.  Dennis Stoiber 

was re-elected, and Ana Burns was elected as our newest Board member. Both 

newly elected members will serve 3-year terms on the Board, collaborating with 

the other three members to steer District conservation efforts in Summit County 

toward sustainability.  The Summit SWCD Board of Supervisors now includes 

Dennis Stoiber, Chair, Craig Graf, Vice Chair, Martin Hilovsky, Secretary, Michael 

Rorar, Fiscal Officer, and Ana Burns, Member.  

 

 

 

Featured speaker at the meeting was Chris 

Norman, Director of Capital projects and 

Sustainability at the Akron Zoo who spoke about 

sustainability at the Akron Zoo.  
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Each year at our Annual Meeting, we give out awards for outstanding individuals 

and programs that further efforts for improved Stormwater Quality and other 

pressing environmental concerns in our county and watersheds. 

Out of the many deserving candidates for annual Environmental awards in Summit 

County in 2019, we chose these 

individuals for awards at our Annual 

Meeting: 

2019 Urban Conservation 

Award:   

The winner of the 2019 Summit 

SWCD Urban Conservation Award 

is Greg Modic, President of Land 

Development at Petros 

Development Group.  Over the 

years, Greg has always been 

receptive to innovative 

development methods and planning a site to minimize impacts to streams and 

wetlands.  He goes beyond the minimum and seeks District input early in the 

design phase of any project that he is involved in.  Greg makes himself available 

to the SWCD staff to discuss sites and initiates corrective actions promptly. His 

dedication to conserving our natural resources while developing, is why he is the 

2019 Conservation Award recipient.  

 

2019 Educator of the Year Award: 

Wildlife Conservation Heroes! Jamey Emmert and Ken Fry of the ODNR Division 

of Wildlife, District 3 at Portage Lakes, received the 2019 Conservation Educator 

of the year award at the Summit SWCD's Annual Meeting at Coventry Oaks on 

October 22, 2019. These two educators work with schools and youth groups in a 

19-county Northeast Ohio area, promoting and facilitating Wild School sites, 

Youth Fishing and Archery and many other programs that encourage students to 

spend time outdoors. There are currently 14 Wild School Sites in Summit County. 
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Jamey and Ken have worked with 

Summit SWCD for many years, 

providing training for Project Wild, 

Growing Up Wild, and Wild Aquatic 

workshops, along with free educational 

materials that the District uses for 

educational purposes throughout the 

County. Jamey and Ken are also 

involved with the Envirothon program, 

holding educator meetings and writing 

tests, and provide facilities and assistance with Educator workshops as well as 

holding their own workshops. They work tirelessly to educate the public in ways 

to appreciate, conserve, and peacefully co-exist with wildlife, working toward a 

sustainable future for all species. It is a great pleasure to know and work with 

these dedicated professionals. 

 

 

 
 
 
Please welcome the two winners of our Board of 

Supervisors' election held at our annual meeting on 

Tuesday, October 22, 2019.  

 

Ana Burns 

Ana has had 19 years of experience in the natural 

resources and environmental planning fields and is the 

area manager of environmental services for Davey 

Resource Group and is responsible for overseeing ecological surveys and 

environmental planning studies, as well as the specialized management of 

ecological and wetlands permitting projects, mitigation bank planning and 

monitoring projects, and natural resource restoration design projects. Ana is our 

newest board member and will bring a wealth of experience and knowledge to our 

organization. 

 

 

Ken Fry, Jamey Emmert, 

Craig Graf Board V.P. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Dennis Stoiber 

Dennis is a returning board member and as 

our present fiscal agent has served on our 

board since 2011, contributing a wealth of 

his considerable engineering and landscape 

architectural experience to our District! We 

welcome both Ana and Dennis to our Board 

of Supervisors.  

 

 

Robert W. Bobel  
 

Summit SWCD wishes to express appreciation to 
Robert Bobel for his more than sixteen years of 
dedication and commitment serving on our 
Supervisory Board, with his last years guiding the 
Board as Chair.  Robert led our organization 
through many transitions including two 
relocations, several staff changes, and fiscal 
hardship. Throughout difficult times, Robert 
always displayed equanimity, equilibrium, aplomb 
and professionalism, keeping our ship afloat. 
 
Robert worked as the Park Engineer for Cuyahoga 
Valley National Park, retiring in 2017 from the 
National Park Service. He and his wife have 
written or edited several hiking guides of trails in 
northeast Ohio, including the popular Towpath 
Companion: A Traveler’s Guide to the Ohio & Erie 

Canal Towpath Trail.  
Robert and his wife are also avid birders and regularly volunteer with Audubon 

and other environmentally minded groups gathering local bird census data. In 

addition to hiking and birding, he enjoys traveling, cycling, and most recently 

woodcarving using local avian fauna as subjects.  



 
 
 

 
 

 

We trust that Robert will continue to participate in many activities that will 

promote his lifelong stewardship of the environment and the Board and Staff 

wish him and his family exciting travels down that road.  

 

 

New Employee-Alex Weber 

Summit Soil and Water Conservation 

District is pleased to welcome Alex 

Weber to our staff as a new Stormwater 

Inspector.  Alex graduated from the 

University of Akron in May 2019 with a 

Bachelors’ degree in environmental 

science. Upon graduation, Alex began 

a summer internship at the Cuyahoga 

County Board of Health, where he 

worked in their stormwater program. 

Now at Summit Soil and Water 

Conservation District, Alex will play a 

role in inspecting construction sites for 

compliance with stormwater pollution prevention regulations and ensure 

that contractors are implementing the Best Management Practices (BMP’s) 

that have been set in place. Alex has a strong passion for environmental 

etiquette and sustainability. He is also an avid outdoorsman and enjoys 

fishing and hiking in his free time. Alex tells us that, “I’m extremely excited 

to be part of such a great group of people with similar intentions and 

outlooks for a more sustainable environment.”  We are certainly looking 

forward to working with Alex!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Stephanie Deibel 

We are excited to announce Stephanie Deibel in a new 

position, as our Watershed Coordinator. Stephanie has 

been with the district for 5 years, during which time 

she held the position of Stormwater Specialist. In this 

role, Stephanie assisted MS4 communities with their 

stormwater management program. While Stephanie will 

retain some of her previous responsibilities, she will be 

taking on several new roles as the District’s Watershed 

Coordinator. Currently, Stephanie is developing a 

strategic watershed-based implementation plan for the 

Yellow Creek Watershed. This plan will summarize 

causes and sources of impairment while identifying 

measurable goals to address impairments and define 

projects to meet those goals. She will also coordinate workshops, events, and 

volunteer opportunities for residents to take part in. In addition, Stephanie will 

continue to work with local watershed groups and communities to implement 

innovative stormwater and watershed management in the Upper Tuscarawas 

River Watershed.  

Julie Berbari 

It is with great joy that we announce the promotion of Julie Berbari to Stormwater 

Specialist II. Having joined the team in 2015, Julie has been instrumental in the 

success and growth of the District. In her new role, Julie will continue to use her 

understanding of stormwater management to improve and expand District 

programs and assist Summit County communities with their stormwater 

management programs. With over 25 years of experience, Julie brings a wealth of 

experience and knowledge to the District, and we are excited about her new role 

on our team! 
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                            Lake Erie and the Ohio River Start  
                                                in Your Summit County Backyard ! 
 

Plant Native Plants for Stormwater Quality in Our Watersheds! 
                             
You can help restore Ohio’s native vegetation and improve the water quality and 
health of our lakes and streams by including a Native Plant Garden as part of 
your landscaping plan.  
The Summit Soil and Water Conservation District is offering several different 
types of native plant kits for sale this spring, in 2020.   Each kit contains 50 native 
plant plugs and costs $140.00.  There are 7 types of kits available, with 10 
varieties of native plants in each kit.      
 
The Rain Garden kit includes (common names) Swamp Milkweed, Swamp Aster, 
Brown Fox Sedge, Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower, Blue Flag, Marsh Blazing 
Star, Riddell’s Goldenrod, Showy Black-Eyed Susan, Prairie Dropseed, Bristly 
Aster, and Culver’s Root. 
    
The Butterfly/Bird kit includes Butterfly Weed, Wild Columbine, Smooth Blue 
Aster, Broad-Leaved Purple coneflower, Rough Blazing Star, Sand Coreopsis, 
Showy Goldenrod, Hairy Beard-Tongue, Brown-Eyed Susan, and Prairie 
Dropseed.  
  
The Pollinator kit contains Wild Columbine, Common Milkweed, Purple Prairie 
Clover, Wild Bergamot, Sky Blue Aster, Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower, Golden 
Alexanders, Stiff Goldenrod, Common Spiderwort, and Prairie Dropseed.  (Check 
out The Xerces Society which is a non-profit organization that protects wildlife 
through the conservation of pollinators such as bees and other invertebrates, and 
their habitats. To find out more about the Society, go to http://www.xerces.org.   

http://www.xerces.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 

The Shade kit includes Wild Columbine, Tall Anemone, Heart-Leaved Aster, 
Indian Wood Oats, Bottlebrush Grass, Blue Goldenrod, Wood Mint, Common 
Spiderwort, Golden Alexanders, and Spotted Joe-Pye Weed.  
 
The Wetland kit contains Swamp Milkweed, Bristly Sedge, Brown Fox Sedge, Blue 
Flag, Great Blue Lobelia, Common Rush, Ridell’s Goldenrod, Common Boneset, 
Bristly Aster, and Marsh Blazing Star. 
  
The Prairie kit includes Little 
Bluestem, Butterfly Weed, 
Smooth Blue Aster, Nodding 
Onion, Wild Bergamot, Broad-
Leaved Purple Coneflower, 
Yellow Coneflower, Showy 
Black-Eyed Susan, Prairie 
Dropseed, and Common 
Spiderwort. 
 
The Prairie Grass kit contains 
Big Bluestem, Side-Oats 
Grama, Indian Grass, Copper-
Shouldered Oval Sedge, Canada Wild Rye, Bottlebrush Grass, June Grass, Switch 
Grass, Little Bluestem, and Prairie Dropseed. 
 
      Summit SWCD will accept orders for the native plants anytime up until 
February 28, 2020. Payment must accompany the order.  We are unable to accept 
credit cards. If you are paying in cash, please bring the correct amount to our 
office.  Please do not mail cash.  No need to pick your plant kit up!  The native 
plant kits will be shipped to individual addresses, with deliveries beginning in 
mid-May 2020.   There is no additional charge for shipping.    
     
      If you are considering installing a Rain Garden, you should know that 
raingardens are a beautiful addition to any lot and will provide curb appeal and 
other multiple benefits.  During a rainstorm event, rain gardens help to reduce 
flooding problems by collecting and slowing down water, allowing the water to 
infiltrate slowly over a 24-48-hour period.  A rain garden collecting runoff from a 
1,000 square foot roof area In Summit County can filter over 19,000 gallons of 
rainwater annually.  Rain gardens also help to control erosion and sediment loss 
because native plants have extremely long roots, some up to fifteen feet long, 
that hold the soil in place and filter out pollutants.    
      If you are not ready to add a raingarden to your landscaping program just yet, 
you should know that all Native plants are not only beautiful, but they are 
accustomed to the climate in Northeast Ohio. Once established, they require little 
maintenance. These plants provide habitat for beneficial native insects and other 
wildlife, and you do not need to apply pesticides or herbicides.  For example, 
Native plants such as Tickseed have beautiful yellow flowers and provide homes 



 
 
 

 
 

 

and food for several species of bees and moths.   Prairie Clover provides the food 
source for the Dogface butterfly larvae, and Butterfly Milkweed provides larval 
food for the Queen and Monarch butterflies, bees, moths, and other butterflies.   
In addition, Native plants require little or no fertilizer because they thrive in local 
soil conditions so you will not only save money on chemical applications, but you 
will be improving storm water quality by keeping extra nutrients and pollutants 
out of our waterways.    
For more information, contact the Summit SWCD office at (330) 926-2452.    Happy 
Planting! You may use the order form below for our Native Plant Kit sale or go to 
our web page at:  
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-native-
plant-kit-sale 
 
                                    
          
  

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-native-plant-kit-sale
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-native-plant-kit-sale


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Rain Garden Kit 
Swamp Milkweed 
Brown Fox Sedge 
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower 
Blue Flag 
Marsh Blazing Star 
Ridellii’s Goldenrod 
Showy Black-Eyed Susan 
Prairie Dropseed 
Culver’s Root 
Bristly Aster 

 
 

    Summit SWCD 2020 Native Plant Kit Sale     
                                           Each Kit Contains 50 Native Plant Plugs (2 ¼” by 5”) 

 

  

           

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 2020 Expanded Native Plant and Tree Offerings 

This year, Summit Soil and Water Conservation District is expanding our Native 
Plant offerings to include single plants which may be purchased in small groups 
of three of a single plant species for a minimum order. (In other words, you may 
purchase three of any species for your entire order if that is all you desire to 
purchase.)  

The herbaceous plants include some of our 
iconic woodland spring ephemerals and come in 
the form of bare roots and corms just out of 
dormancy and are less fragile, so the plants are 
easy to handle and plant right away when the 
ground is still soft in early April. 

The trees and shrubs are bare-root seedlings 
and should also be planted promptly to assure 
successful growth.  If adding mulch when 
planting your trees and shrubs be sure not to 
place mulch around them any closer than 6 
inches from the stem or trunk.  This will help to 

prevent disease, insect infestation, and smothering of the roots.   

Remember that when you plant these natives you are helping thousands of 
species of pollinators and other wildlife, while restoring and sustaining your own 
ecosystem.   

You may call 330-926-2452 for more information on the plants or any other 
stormwater-related and environmental questions that you may have.   

Following are descriptions and some characteristics of the plants and some 
pollinator information which may help you decide how to plan your planting 
arrangements to attract certain pollinators and wildlife. 

Black Cohosh. Cimicifuga racemosa 'sp.' z3-8, currently rhizome. Root. 
Sometimes called Actaea racemosa. "The candle in the woods." Black Cohosh 
has other names--black bugbane, black snakeroot, fairy candle. Long, undulating 
flowers bloom in early summer on tall stems. Has fragrant flowers and foliage.  
Likes half sun/half shade-full shade. Attracts Bumblebees. 

Bloodroot. Sanguinaria canadensis 'sp.' z3-8, 
currently gets 4-6" tall. Root. Bloodroot spreads over 
time to form large colonies. Each flower stalk 
produces one 2" wide, 8-10 petaled, 1.5" diameter, 

Black Kohosh 

Bloodroot 

   Bloodroot 



 
 
 

 
 

 

white flower with numerous yellow center stamens. Flowers open in sun but 
close at night, and last just 1-2 days. Likes partial shade in summer. Powerful 
medicinal. Attracts Bees. 

 

Blue Cohosh. Caulophyllum thalictroides 'sp.' z3-8, gets 1-2' tall. Root. Blue 
Cohosh 1-3' tall on strong, upright stems. It has lacy blue-green foliage and erect 
clusters of blue, fruit-like seeds. Likes Half Sun/Half Shade-Full Shade. The Blue 
Cohosh was heeled in from last year. (They look good 
and should be viable but the nursery will guarantee 
and will fully refund on any that don't leaf out.) Tend to 
be Deer and Rabbit resistant. Attracts Bumblebees. 

Blazing Star. Liatris spicata “sp” Also known as 
Gayfeather. z3-8, 2’-4’ tall, Herbaceous perennial, 
blooms July to August with Red-Purple spikes.  Great 
Rain Garden plant, medium water, low maintenance, 
tolerates drought and clay soils, attracts Birds and 
Butterflies. This plant is a great alternative to the 
invasive purple loosestrife. 

Bluebells, Virginia Bluebell. Mertensia virginica 'sp.' 
Root. z4-9. Virginia bluebell, is a native wildflower that 
grows as an erect, clump-forming perennial 1-2' tall. It has clusters of pendulous, 
trumpet-shaped, blue flowers in early spring. Prefers partial shade.  Good choice 
for planting under deciduous trees. z3-8, attracts honeybees, mason bees, and 
many other bees as well as Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds, Butterflies, Skippers, 
and Sphinx Moths. 

Cardinal Flower. Lobelia cardinalis 'sp.' z3-9, rooted plantlet. Cardinal Flower is a 
US native perennial which typically grows in moist locations. Growing 2-3' high, it 
features erect terminal spikes with large, bright red flowers that draw 

hummingbirds and butterflies. Blooms summer 
through fall. Grows in sun, partial shade, and shade. 
Attracts Hummingbirds and Butterflies. 

Blue Cardinal Flower, aka Great Blue Lobelia. Lobelia 
siphilitica. z4-9. Herbaceous perennial, with showy 
tall blue-flowered stalks, 2-3’ high, putting on their 
show in late summer. Can grow in sun, part shade, 
or mostly shade, as long as the soil stays moist. 
Attracts many species of Bees and the Orange 
Sulphur (Alfalfa) Butterfly.  

 

Blazing Star 

Blue Lobelia 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Trillium, Red. Birthroot, Wake robin. Trillium erectum 'sp.' z3-6, Root. Red trillium 
blooms in the early to mid-spring. Flowers are a 
deep red in color, with some variation, and may 
persist for a month, but plants need to be old before 
flowering begins. Attracts many Beetle species. 
Avoid planting near more aggressively spreading 
plant species. 

 

 

Trillium, White, Large-flowered trillium, Wood Lily. 
Trillium grandiflorum 'sp.' z4-8, gets 12-18" tall. Root. Also known as great white 
trillium or wood lily, it is one of the most familiar and treasured of the spring 
woodland wildflowers in eastern North America. A stem rises from the 
underground rhizome and a single white flower appears in spring.  Attracts 
Honeybees and Bumblebees.  Avoid planting near more aggressive plant species. 

Chokeberry, Black. Aronia melanocarpa. The species. z3-8. Known for its clusters 

of white 5-petaled flowers in the early summer, it is easily grown, and does well in 

full sun to part shade. Dark purple berries are one of the most health-promoting 

berries. They are also favored by wildlife. The leaves turn brilliant wine-red in the 

fall. It has a wide range of soil tolerance including boggy soils. This is an 

excellent wildlife shrub and a perfect choice for naturalizing. These are nice and 

   Trillium 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

tall, branched. Bare root, seedlings 24-36” + roots. When blooming in spring, 

black chokeberry provides nectar for Butterflies, Honeybees, and Hummingbirds. 

 

 

 

 

Buttonbush. Cephalanthus occidentalis. 

The species. z5-9. Buttonbush is a 

deciduous shrub with an open-rounded 

habit that typically grows 6-12’ tall x 4-8′ 

wide. Long, projecting styles make the 

flower heads look like rounded 

pincushions. Full sun to part shade, can 

handle wet soils and even standing 

water. Native to eastern US, including 

PA. Bare root, 3 yr. seedlings 18-30” + roots. Attracts Birds, especially Waterfowl 

and many species of Butterflies. 

Coralberry. Symphoricarpos orbiculatus (species) z2-7, 18-24″ bare root. This 

small, mound-shaped shrub grows 4-6′ tall. The showy coral-pink berries remain 

on the plants through most of winter. Coralberry forms extensive colonies and 

spreads by rooting at the nodes where it touches the ground. It is dioecious 

(separate male and female plants) so plant several if fruit is desired. Prefers 

partial to full shade. Native to most of eastern and midwest US. Great streamside 

buffer shrub, attracts Wild Turkey, Ruffed Grouse, Bobwhite Quail, Pheasant, 

Cedar Waxwing, Brown Thrasher, Wood Thrush, Grosbeaks, Finches, Vireos, 

Robins, and Cardinals. 

Crabapple, Prairie. Malus ioensis (species) z3-8. Spectacular deep pink flower 

buds open to white blooms in spring. Wildlife enjoy the fruit. 

Native to the US midwest, this tree grows 20-30' high and 

wide. Prefers full sun to partial shade. Bare root, 18-24" + 

roots.  Attracts many Birds, Bees, and other Wildlife. 

Dogwood, Gray. Cornus racemosa. The species. z3-8. Also 

known as Gray Stem Dogwood, it is a thickly branched, 

tough, low-maintenance shrub. Native to the eastern and 

midwest US. As a suckering shrub, it will send up new shoots 

Buttonbush 

Dogwood 



 
 
 

 
 

 

over time and become dense and full. It blooms with white flowers in June or 

July, then has white fruit which appear in late summer and early fall on bright-red 

fruit stalks. It offers good food and habitat for wildlife. Grows 6-8′ high and wide. 

Does best in full sun to partial shade, can handle a wide range soil moisture, from 

dry to very wet conditions. Bare root, 2 yr. seedlings 15-18” + roots. Attracts 

Bees, Beetles, and Butterflies, especially the female Azure Butterfly.  Provides 

food for the Polyphemus Moth and other caterpillars. 

Dogwood, Red Osier. Cornus stolonifera (species) z3-8. In the wild, Red Osier 

Dogwood commonly grows in areas of damp soil, such as wetlands. It is a 

medium to tall deciduous shrub, growing 6-10' tall and 9-12' wide, spreading 

readily by underground stolons to form dense thickets. Previously known as 

Cornus sericea. Bare root, 18-24" + roots.  Attracts many bird species and the 

Spring Azure Butterfly. 

Dogwood, Pagoda. 

Cornus alternafolia 

(species) z4-8. Native to 

the eastern US, this 

species is resistant to 

the problems that effect 

white flowering 

dogwood. Pagoda has 

larger blooms that show 

up after those of white 

flowering dogwood, has 

dark green foliage and blue-green berries that attract wildlife. It is a compact tree 

that fits well into many landscapes and can tolerate shade. It grows 15-20' high 

and wide, with branches that group into pleasing horizontal layers, reminiscent of 

a pagoda. Bare root, 18-24" + roots.  Attracts Bees and Butterflies. 

Elderberry bare root shrubs, grown from seed. Also known as Black Elderberry or 

Common Elderberry. Freshly dug from the field, top growth plus good roots, up to 

12″ long. You can pot these up now, plant them in the ground, or heel them into 

piles or pots of bark mulch. Most of them would do well in a trade #2 pot, or a full 

gallon. You can prune the roots if needed. The Latin name used to be Sambuscus 

canadensis, but now the preferred name is Sambuscus nigra ssp. canadensis 

(with ssp. an abbreviation for subspecies). Elderberry fruits best with multiple 

plants of diverse genetics in the area. As seedlings, these should fruit well as 

long as 2 or more are within 50’ or so of each other. Native to much of the eastern 

and midwest US, it produces fruit that is considered to be immune boosting. 

Elderberry 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Google Elderberry syrup for details. Also tastes great as a jelly. Attracts Bees and 

other pollinators. 

Ninebark. Physocarpus opulifolius (species) z2-8, 18-24″ bare root. Ninebark is an 

upright, spreading, deciduous, shrub. Growing 5-10’ tall, it is noted for its 

exfoliating bark which peels in strips to 

reveal several layers of reddish to light brown 

inner bark–hence the common name of 

ninebark.  Host plant for several moth 

caterpillars including the amazing Unicorn 

caterpillar (Schizura unicornis.)  

Persimmon. Diospyros virginiana. The 

species. z4-9. Ornamental landscape tree that 

produces an edible food crop. This native to 

the eastern United States is dioecious, so 

both male and female plants are needed to obtain fruit–plant several. Fruit ripens 

in September and becomes sweet and may be eaten off the tree. Bare root, 2 yr. 

seedlings 20-30” + roots. Attracts Native Bees and Honeybees will travel up to 3 

miles to reach persimmons.  

Plum, American. Prunus americana (species). z3-8. American, or wild plum, native 

to the US,is small, deciduous, single trunk tree or multi-stemmed shrub. This is 

the wild plum, not the large table plum. Pruned to a single stemmed tree, it grows 

to 15-25' tall with a broad, spreading crown. As a shrub, it suckers freely and can 

form large colonies. Sold as a bare root plant, 24-36" plus roots. Attracts 

Cecropia moths. 

Redbud. Cercis canadensis (species) z4-8.  Redbud is an understory tree that 

grows 20-30 tall and to a similar width. It is noted for its stunning purple flowers 

which bloom in early spring before the leaves appear. It is native to eastern and 

central North America from Florida to Canada. A must-have ornamental beauty. 

Bare root, branched. Attracts many species of birds and the Silver Spotted 

Skipper butterfly as well as squirrels. 

Strawberry Bush, American. Euonymous 

americanus (species) z6-9. Also called Wahoo 

or Hearts a Burstin’. Strawberry Bush is a 

multi-stemmed, suckering shrub to grows 4-6' 

tall. In the fall it has crimson red fruits 

resembling strawberries, which split open 

when ripe. It prefers partial shade and moist 

Strawberry 
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soil, as is available in the understory of a forest. Native to much 

of the east and south, from New York to Texas. Bare root, 18-24" 

+ roots. Host to many insect pollinators. 

 

St. John’s Wort. Hypericum frondosum (species) z5-8, 18-24″ bare 

root. A globe-shaped, compact, shrub with blue-tinged green 

leaves, grows about 3 to 4′ high and wide. Vivid yellow flowers add sunny color 

lasting 3-4 weeks in summer. Deer and rabbit resistant. Prefers full sun to part 

shade. Attracts Bumblebees and Long-Horned Beetles. 

Sweetshrub. Calycanthus floridus (species) z4-9, 18-24″ bare root. Also called 

Carolina Allspice, it is a dense, rounded shrub which grows 6-9′ high and wide. 

The fragrant blooms are said to be similar to the scents of pineapple, strawberry, 

and banana. These are thick, branched, and full roots. Sap Beetles are the main 

pollinators. 

Viburnum, Arrowwood. Viburnum dentatum 

(species) z3-8, 12-18″ bare root. Arrowwood 

viburnum is a hardy and easy-to-grow plant due to 

its ability to thrive in a wide range of soil textures, 

moisture levels, and pH. Its dense plant form makes 

this species ideal for use in barriers, borders, 

hedges, or for screening. In spring, the dark green 

leaves provide a backdrop to the 2-4″ flat-topped 

clusters of small white flowers from May through 

early June. In the fall the the colorful combination of bluish black berries and fall 

foliage in tones of yellow, red, and purple is very attractive. It grows 8-10′ high x 

5-10′ wide. Does well in full sun to partial shade.  

Viburnum, Blackhaw. Viburnum prunifolium (species) z3-9. This viburnum is 

usually grown as a large, upright, multi-stemmed, deciduous shrub, but it also 

may be grown as a small, single trunk tree. Covered with flat-topped clusters of 

white flowers in the spring, it has fruit desired by wildlife. Full sun to part shade. 

Grows 15'h x 10'w. Bare root, 18-24" + roots. Viburnums support a variety of 

wildlife including Cardinals, Eastern Bluebirds, Robins, and Cedar Waxwings. 

Viburnum, Highbush Cranberry, American. Viburnum trilobum (species) z3-7. This 

cranberry bush, also known as Viburnum opulus, is a US native occurring in 

pastures, thickets, and moist low places. It has 3" lacecap white flowers in spring, 

three lobed, maple-like, dark green leaves through the summer, and drooping 

clusters of cranberry-like red berries in the fall. With the addition of a sweetener, 

St. John’s Wort 
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can be used to make jellies and sauces. Bare root, 18-24" + roots. Viburnums 

host butterflies and moths including the Holly Blue Butterfly, the Sphinx Moth, 

and the Hummingbird Clearwing Moth. 

Viburnum, Mapleleaf. Viburnum acerifolium (species) z3-8. This viburnum is more 

shade-tolerant than most of the other species of Viburnum. Native to the eastern 

US, it is a relatively small woodland shrub that grows 3-6' tall and 2-4' wide. It will 

send up new shoots over time and become thick 

and dense. Small white flowers bloom in mid to 

late spring, giving 

way to pea-sized 

fruit that ripen to 

bluish-black in late 

summer. The leaves 

in the fall have a 

brilliant reddish-

purple color. Full 

sun to part shade. 

Bare root, 24-30" + 

roots.  Viburnums supply food for many nesting birds with chicks to feed. 

 

Willow, Pussy. Salix discolor (species) z4-8. This willow is a native of the eastern 

and midwest US. It is dioecious (with separate male and female plants). Easy to 

force in early spring. The males have showy pearl-gray, silky, catkins on 

otherwise bare branches in late winter. Females have smaller, greenish catkins. 

Grows 6-12' tall in medium to wet soils, in full sun to part shade. Bare root, 28-32" 

+ roots, thick caliper, .25"+. Attracts many species of Bees, Ants, Beetles, 

Butterflies, and other insects, as well as birds. 

Winterberry, Ilex verticillata is a deciduous holly 

that is native to eastern North America where it 

typically occurs in swamps, low woods and along 

ponds and streams. Greenish-white flowers appear 

in late spring, which give way to a crop of bright 

red berries (1/4” diameter) in late summer to fall, 

often persisting through the winter. Dioecious, so 

male and female plants are needed in the vicinity to 

produce fruit. Bare root, 18-24" + roots. Attracts 

many species of birds. 

Pussy Willow 

Pussy Willow 

Winterberry 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Witchhazel. Hamammelis virginiana (species). z3-8. 

Witchhazel is a fall-blooming, deciduous shrub or 

small tree that is native to woodlands and forest 

margins in the eastern US. It grows 15-20’ tall with a 

similar spread. Sold as a bare root plant, 18-24" plus 

roots. Attracts birds, especially Woodthrushes and 

Flycatchers. 

 

You may use the order form below for our tree and 

shrub sale or go to our web page at: 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-tree-

shrub-perennial-sale 

 

In Ohio, we have over 1000 native trees, shrubs, perennials, vines and grasses 

that are important to our pollinators, birds, insects, and all wildlife…including 

humans.  They are part of an intricate, balanced web, that helps to filter and clean 

our drinking water, remove contaminants from the air we breathe, cool our planet, 

and feed the bees that pollinate most of our food crops.  At the very core of this 

elaborate system, are our native plants.  

Please support Ohio’s native plant initiative by incorporating native plants into 

your yards and gardens and encouraging your neighbors to plant natives also. 

You will be rewarded when the birds and butterflies light up your life by visiting 

your neighborhood.  If you have questions about native plants                        

please call: 330-926-2452.  

Witch Hazel 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-tree-shrub-perennial-sale
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-tree-shrub-perennial-sale


 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 
 
 

 
 

 

2020 Area II Envirothon 

Attention All Teachers, Science Curriculum Specialists and Principals: 
 
     If you work with students who have a strong interest in environmental issues, 
then check out the Northeast Ohio Envirothon. 
 
     The 2020 Envirothon is sponsored by the Ohio Department of Agriculture, 
Division of Soil and Water Resources and the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts.  This program provides a unique opportunity to introduce 
your students to the concept of environmental conservation and promotes the 
idea that we need to use the Earth’s resources in a sustainable manner that will 
benefit present and future generations.   
 
     The 2020 Northeast Ohio Area II Envirothon will be held on Thursday, April 30, 
2020 at the Kent State University Salem Branch, 2491 Ohio Route 45, Salem, Ohio, 
44460.  A high school may send up to two, five-member teams. Homeschool 
groups are also encouraged to participate. Students currently in grades 9 through 
12 or equivalent home school ranking at the time of the Envirothon may 
participate. Completed registration and release forms must be returned to 
Columbiana Soil and Water Conservation District, 1834-B South Lincoln Avenue, 
Salem OH, 44406, Lindsay.Short@oh.nacdnet.net or Fax: (330) 259-1075, by 
March 30, 2020. Summit County schools that register should also copy Summit 
SWCD at sbarbic@summitoh.net.   
 
     The winners of this contest will compete in the State Envirothon Contest at 
Lake Erie College, 391 West Washington Street, Painesville, Ohio 44077, on 
Sunday, June 7 through Tuesday, June 9, 2020. The 2020 National Envirothon 
Competition will be held July 26th through August 1st at University of Nebraska 
in Lincoln, Nebraska.  To learn more about the National Envirothon Competition, 
visit the following link: www.envirothon.org. 
 
     Please call Summit SWCD at 
330-926-2452 with any questions 
that you may have about the 
Envirothon and we will be pleased 
to speak to you about it. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Lindsay.Short@oh.nacdnet.net
mailto:sbarbic@summitoh.net
http://www.envirothon.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 

Summit SWCD Sales for Backyard Conservation 

 

Growing Native Plants from Seeds 

Spring is almost here and it’s time to start planning for your summer garden.  

Have you ever dreamed of a lawn filled with color and fragrance?  Well, your 

dreams will come true when you shrink your turf grass area by introducing native 

wildflowers and grasses into your landscaping plan. Summit SWCD is partnering 

with Ohio Prairie Nursery to feature six native seed kits that will beautify your 

yard and provide benefits to birds, bees, butterflies, pollinators, and people.  To 

view the selections and order, go to  https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-

native-seed-sale. 

 

 

 

Organic Lawn Care for a Healthy Yard 

Summit SWCD is once again offering Organic 

Lawn Care items for sale from Good Nature 

organic lawn care company.  Organic lawn 

care products use safe and natural ingredients 

to create a green, pest-free yard. By using a 

combination of natural fertilizers, pesticides 

and hands-on care, you can create a yard that 

is attractive, healthy, and environmentally 

sustainable. For more information on organic 

lawn care products, click here: 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-organic-lawn-care-sale. 

 

 

 

 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-native-seed-sale
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-native-seed-sale
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-organic-lawn-care-sale


 
 
 

 
 

 

Planting Cover Crops for Healthy Soil 

Summit SWCD will be offering Cover Crops for sale in 2020 through Walnut Creek 

Seeds LLC. Cover crops help to retain the soil, lessen erosion, and decrease the 

impact of rainfall on the garden by slowing the runoff of the rainwater.  They also 

reduce soil compaction, suppress weed growth, and reduce the leaching out of 

nutrients from the soil.  Cover crop top growth adds organic matter when it 

combines with the soil.  The root system also provides organic matter and opens 

passageways that improve air and water movement in the soil.   Scientific studies 

have shown that cover crops drill down into the soil, some as much as six feet, 

opening up pathways for water and oxygen.  When they decompose, the next 

crop planted will follow the rooting network laid out by the cover crop. 

You can plant cover crops for summer 

cover in any unused garden space. 

Colorful cover crops such as bachelor’s 

buttons and crimson clover will not only 

improve soil, they'll beautify your garden 

beds as well.  Cover crops planted to 

winter-over will protect and enrich the soil 

over winter months.  There is an excellent 

website where you can learn all about 

cover crops.  Go to 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-

gardening/cover-crops-improve-soil-

zmaz09onzraw.aspx. 

To find out more and order your cover 

crop seeds, go to:  

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-cover-crop-seed-sale 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/cover-crops-improve-soil-zmaz09onzraw.aspx
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/cover-crops-improve-soil-zmaz09onzraw.aspx
http://www.motherearthnews.com/organic-gardening/cover-crops-improve-soil-zmaz09onzraw.aspx
https://sswcd.summitoh.net/featured/2020-cover-crop-seed-sale


 
 
 

 
 

 

 
How to Minimize Winter Salt Damage to Your Trees and Plants 
(Article by Sara Welch of Farm and Dairy)  
 
Winter can be hard on gardens and landscaping around homes and businesses. 

When there’s too little snow to properly insulate plants, cold temperatures can be 

damaging. When there’s too much snow, the weight of it breaking limbs and 

branches is a concern. Aside from the damage the weather can cause, gardeners 

should beware of damage caused by deicers — most commonly sodium chloride 

or rock salt. 

Learn what type of damage to look for and how to minimize damage to plants 

caused by rock salt used as a deicer. 

Types of damage: 

There are two types of damage caused by applying rock salt to sidewalks and 

roadways during the winter — salt spray and soil-borne salt. 

Salt spray. Salt spray 

occurs when fast-moving 

traffic or weather 

distributes or spray salt 

away from where it was 

originally deposited. Salt 

spray damages the leaves 

of conifers and buds of 

deciduous trees by pulling 

the water out of them. It’s 

especially damaging in late 

winter and early spring 

when leaf buds are 

beginning to appear and 

swell. Trees and shrubs 

that have been damaged as 

a result of salt spray will have leaves and flowers on the side facing the road that 

do not open or are stunted due to drying. 

Soil-borne salt damage. Soil-borne salt damage occurs when salt from a road or 

walkway accumulates in the soil, either because it’s been deposited there or from 

salty runoff as snow and ice melt. The amount of accumulation is dependent on 

the type of soil and its drainage. Denser, clay-based soils hold more salt than 



 
 
 

 
 

 

sandy soils. Damage caused by soil-borne salt injury develops slowly over time. 

An overabundance of salt in the soil can prevent roots from absorbing water and 

even pull water from affected plants, creating drought-like conditions. In higher 

concentrations, too much sodium in the soil can compromise the absorption of 

essential nutrients such as calcium, magnesium and potassium. As plants 

become weaker from salt damage, they are more susceptible to diseases. 

Although diagnosing soil-borne salt damage can be difficult because symptoms 

mirror those of other problems, signs include browning edges of leaves, wilting, 

stunted growth, small yellow leaves and early fall coloration and leaf drop. 

How to minimize salt damage: 

Try these tips from Penn State University Extension: 

Consider using anti-skid products, like sand or cat litter, instead of salt. 

Instead of salt, use deicers that are less harmful to vegetation, such as calcium 

chloride, potassium chloride and magnesium chloride deicers. 

Move plants away from areas where salt spray or salty runoff accumulates. 

Use plants that are salt-tolerant and avoid salt-sensitive species in your 

landscape. 

When plants have been damaged by soil-borne salt, apply gypsum (calcium 

sulfate) in the spring to replace the accumulated sodium ions from salt in the soil. 

Gypsum will not change the pH of the soil and it has the added benefit of 

improving the texture of clay soils. Apply at a rate of 40 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. 

Add organic matter to salt saturated soil to minimize damage. 

Avoid using inorganic fertilizers on salt-saturated soil. 

Drench soil to remove excess salt. Six inches of water will leach out 50% of the 

salt. 

Avoid planting salt-sensitive plants. 

Salt-sensitive plants: 
These plants are more sensitive than others to an overabundance of salt in the 
soil: 

• Eastern Hemlock 

• Red pines 

• White pines 



 
 
 

 
 

 

• Douglas firs 
 

Salt-tolerant plants: 
 
Try these salt-tolerant plants instead: 
 

• Junipers 

• Black locusts 

• Green ash trees 

• Lilacs 

• Tickseed 

• Blanket flower 

• Yarrow 

• Candytuft  

• Cranesbill geranium 

• Hosta  

• Coral bells 

• Stonecrop 
Resources: 
Penn State Extension 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Tale of Two Trees-The “Country” Tree and the “City” Tree 

You may be familiar with the story of the “City Mouse” and the “Country Mouse,” 

one of the ancient Greek “Aesop’s Fables.”  In this story, the country mouse flees 

back to his quiet life in the woods, to get away from his cousin’s “hard” life in the 

city.   Well, city trees face similar problems but are not able to escape.  Urban 

trees live a “hard” life, surrounded by hard impervious surfaces and urban 

infrastructure that impact their root systems, and other conditions that don’t have 

to be endured by their country cousins that live in forested natural rural habitats. 

Removal of permanent vegetation such as trees, shrubs, and grasses, by 

urbanization, increases the amount of runoff into streams and lakes.  This rapidly 

moving runoff creates flooding and transports high levels of sediments, attached 

pollutants, and dissolved contaminants into our surface waters.  Increased runoff 

also causes streambank erosion, which results in degraded aquatic habitats and 

https://extension.psu.edu/salt-damage-to-plants


 
 
 

 
 

 

the accelerated deposition of sediments into rivers, lakes, and reservoirs.  When 

rain moves rapidly off the land there is no time for recharging soil moisture or 

maintaining ground water levels.  

Urban trees are capable of “Hard Work” in restoring and providing many 

important ecological services if they are selected, planted, and maintained 

properly. Here are some of these services. 

 

@ Non-Point Source Pollution: Trees, along with shrubs and grasses planted 

in bio-swales, wetlands, and forested riparian buffers can filter out 

pollutants as they slow and capture runoff. 

 

@ Stormwater Management: Conventional stormwater pipes just move the 

problem downstream, but the re-establishment of natural vegetation 

throughout a watershed will reduce the amount of stormwater runoff.  For 

example: 

A Northern Red Oak tree with a dbh (diameter at breast height) of 30 inches 

located in Cuyahoga Falls, can reduce runoff by 3,030 gallons annually. 

To find out how much stormwater your favorite tree can soak up you can 

use the “I-Tree” calculator at: http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/ 

 

 
 

@ Streambank & Steep Slope Stability: While sod and ground cover hold 

topsoil in place, tree roots penetrate deeply and spread out, anchoring 

large blocks of soil. Densely planted trees and shrubs on fragile soils and 

http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/


 
 
 

 
 

 

slopes that are prone to erosion, work to keep foot traffic, bicycles, and 

motor vehicles from damaging these slopes. 

 

@ Waste Treatment: Tree plantations irrigated with wastewater from a 

treatment plant, use nutrients in the effluent that would otherwise pollute 

streams. 

 

@ Sanitary Landfills: Trees planted around Sanitary Landfills trap blowing 

debris and keep the litter out of streams and lakes. 

 

In the current trend of ever-expanding community development we must all 

realize that what is done by one resident or business can affect the whole 

community and watershed.  The cumulative effects of many individual 

actions can have significant impact on the overall landscape.  We need to 

understand the value and benefits of urban trees and incorporate them into 

our personal and community plans so that they function properly and 

provide the maximum stormwater quality and other environmental 

improvements.  

 

Trees clean the air and water, give protection from the wind, create green 

space for recreational and educational opportunities, and improve the view 



 
 
 

 
 

 

from our homes. Tree canopy in urban areas lowers the temperature of the 

concrete surfaces which would otherwise be heated up by the direct 

sunlight and keeps the city scape cooler on a hot day.  Trees along streams 

cool the water, provide food for aquatic organisms, provide food, shelter 

and travel corridors for wildlife, add structure to the stream channel and 

stabilize stream banks and steep slopes. It is up to us to incorporate urban 

trees into our lives so that they can perform their functions and accomplish 

their “hard” work.  For more information on trees and water quality, you 

may contact your county’s Soil and Water Conservation District, (SWCD) or 

OSU Extension office.  You may also contact your local community to see if 

there is a community arborist available to assist you. Other sources 

include, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry, 

http://www.ohiodnr.com/Default.aspx?alias=www.ohiodnr.com/forestry, the 

Ohio State University Extension, http://ohioline.osu.edu/for-fact/index.html,  

the Natural Resource Conservation Service, 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/forestry/,  

and the U.S. Forest Service, http://www.fs.fed.us/.   

 

Sources include: 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) National Agroforestry 

Center 

Unites States Forestry Service 

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 

  

http://www.ohiodnr.com/Default.aspx?alias=www.ohiodnr.com/forestry
http://ohioline.osu.edu/for-fact/index.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/forestry/
http://www.fs.fed.us/


 
 
 

 
 

 

Thank you to our friends at Medina Soil and Water Conservation District for this 

timely article. 

 

2020 Conservation New Year Resolutions  by Linda K. Schneider 

Let’s think about conserving our environment in 2020. Conservation means 

saving: saving our water for drinking, keeping rivers clean, planting native trees, 

encouraging soil health, protecting forests and wildlife down to the smallest of 

creatures. Hopefully you will find the right resolution (or two) for you. 

• Plant a butterfly garden or put up a mason 

bee house 

• Plant a native tree; trees are the answer to 

many current issues  

• Plant a small patch of wildflowers; having a 

“wild” patch means you care about 

pollinators, but it does not mean you are 

messy 

• Add native flowering plants to your existing 

gardens 

• Rethink your lawn, less is better: add legumes for pollinators  

• Watch for invasive plants and remove them 

• Mulch grass and leaves on site: Keep grass clippings and leaves out 

of storm drains to prevent clogging waterways 

• Start a compost pile; use yard & garden waste to make compost then 

add it to your garden soil it absorbs moisture and add nutrients  

• Attend a workshop, garden tour or join OSU Master Gardener 

program for gardening and soil basics. Never too old to learn 

something new 

• Plant a buffer strip of shrubs & trees by the river’s edge.  Stop 

mowing grass to the edge; deep roots are needed to hold soil in 

place to reduce erosion along riverbanks 

• Add a small garden plot or even a few potted plants to soften the 

concrete jungle. Grow food plants; lettuce, tomatoes, salad greens, 

fruit tree or vegetables.  

• Plant cover crops; Gardeners and farmers benefit from cover crops 

which add nutrients and hold soil in place to slow erosion.  

• Develop a forestry plan for your woods; manage a harvest and plan 

for sustainability 



 
 
 

 
 

 

• Wash cars on the lawn or at a car wash, not on the driveway because 

dirt, grease and soap flow straight into the storm drain and to the 

river 

• Pick up pet waste in your yard and in the community because it 

carries bad bacteria 

• Join a river group to do stream cleanups and tree plantings which 

help keep our drinking water clean and high quality. Local stream 

teams exist, for example: Rocky River has stream teams in Medina 

City, Brunswick, Valley City and Hinckley 

• Get serious about recycling at home; reduce waste to save precious 

space in landfills  

Happy New Year from Medina SWCD staff! 

Linda K. Schneider, Education Coordinator 

More information: Medina County Soil and Water Conservation District at 330-

722-9322 www.medinaswcd.org 

 

Here is a great article about our 2018 Educator of the Year, Jim Trogdon, and his 

class! 

By Katie Byard 

Beacon Journal 

Posted Jan 26, 2020 at 6:00 PM Updated 

Jan 26, 2020 at 8:04 PM 
    

With snow on the ground in Coventry Township, 
the tomato plants are two to three feet high, the 
zinnias are in bloom and the lettuce is ready to 
pick. 

It’s always summer at the classroom garden at 
Coventry Middle School. 

The extensive hydroponics setups of grow lights, 
trays, tubing and buckets allows plants to grow in 
water all year round. 

“It always smells nice in here,” said Sarah Becker, 
13. “It’s always really calming.” 

http://www.medinaswcd.org/
mailto:kbyard@thebeaconjournal.com


 
 
 

 
 

 

There are more than lessons about plant growth going on, says science teacher 
Jim Trogdon, who had the hydroponics operation built last summer by CropKing 
Inc., a Medina County company that is one of the country’s largest makers of 
hydroponic systems for commercial uses. 

Trogdon said he wants his eighth-grade students 
to be a part of saving the world, making growing 
practices more sustainable. 

Their generation, he said, “has to help to come 
up with the solutions” to the challenge of feeding 
a growing population as the climate changes. 

Fourteen-year-old Kyle Lamp says he gets the 
global connection. 

Hydroponic farming “will help people out in the 
future,” he said, explaining, “it uses less water, 
less soil.” 

No soil! 

In Coventry, the plants aren’t grown in soil at all. 
They’re grown in  

water-absorbing cubes of rockwool — rock that is melted and spun into fine 
fibers. 

Last week, Kyle and the other students scurried around the classroom-garden, 
performing tasks such as plucking suckers from tomato plants and removing 
algae that forms in trays where seedlings grow under lights before they are 
moved to a bigger hydroponic setup. 

The algae can clog the small pipes that supply water to the seedlings, explained 
Kelsey Gray. 14. “With the water, with the light, the algae grows like any other 
plant would.” 

Kelsey worked near a tray of broccoli microgreens — planted as seeds just the 
week before — that was now a mound of small stems and green leaves. 

Romaine lettuce and other greens (not all of them green-colored) were growing 
under lights in troughs in a larger unit. This year, the students introduced red 
spinach and Swiss chard, with red stems and veins, to the mix. 

Ava Tripodi, 14, often grinds basil that the students have dried. But on this day, 
there was no basil ready for grinding. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Students used a new greenhouse addition, a 
large-screen TV that displays the amount of 
nutrients the plants are getting, the intensity 
of the light, the humidity in the room and the 
pH level in the water. 

The students choose to work in the garden 
each school day during “Success Time.” Their 
other option would be doing homework. 

“Honestly, this is just more fun than doing 
homework,” said Cameron Young, 13, noting 
he can do his homework later. “It’s really an 
enjoyable feeling to be a part of something 
like this,” he said. 

Trogdon, the teacher, regularly uses the 
garden as a classroom for his science 
classes. Other teachers also use it for 

instruction. 

“It hits at almost every aspect of our [science] curriculum at every grade level,” 
Trogdon said. 

Harvest time 

So what happens to the students’ harvest? 

So far this school year, the school lunch menu has about three times featured 
salad made with the students’ produce. Some students and teachers also have 
taken produce home. Students last week filled 
a laundry basket full of lettuce, Swiss chard 
and arugula for a salad to be served this week. 

The zinnias? The school’s teachers will 
receive them for Valentine’s Day, said Daisy 
Cline, 13. 

Trogdon received more than $50,000 in grants 
for the hydroponics operation, as well as an 
aquaponics system — not yet in use — where 
bacteria-treated fish poop will be used to feed 
plants. 

Two tilapia swim in a big blue tub that will be a 
part of the aquaponics effort. Plants will sit in 
a nearby tray, feeding off of the nutrients 
provided by the fish. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

CropKing, meanwhile, is touting the Coventry Middle School growing operation 
on its website as a way to market its systems to other educators. In addition to 
custom multi-unit systems such as the one at the Coventry school, the company 
also sells desktop systems. 

Trogdon said he was inspired to launch the project after serving as an educator 
adviser with the nonprofit EarthEcho International, founded by Philippe 
Cousteau, the grandson of renowned explorer Jacques Yves Cousteau. 

Coventry district administrators encouraged him to apply for grants, Trogdon 
said, noting they understand the value of students learning through experience. 

Philippe Cousteau said in an email the greenhouse is a testament to how 
EarthEcho’s programs “empower teachers and students to transform their 
communities for the better.” Trogdon, Cousteau said, both changed the 
landscape of the curriculum as well as the classroom itself. 

Contact reporter Katie Byard at 330-996-3781 or kbyard@thebeaconjournal.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AKRON, Ohio – The Summit Metro Parks Board of Park Commissioners wants to 

ask Summit County voters to renew an existing tax levy of 1.46 mills and approve 

an additional .54 mills for nine years. 

Summit Metro Parks on Wednesday took the first step toward updating the 

current levy by seeking levy certification from the Summit County Fiscal Office. 

Summit County voters last approved a funding increase for Summit Metro Parks 

in 2006, the park system said in a news release. 



 
 
 

 
 

 

The March ballot initiative will ask 

Summit County homeowners to 

approve an additional $1.58 per 

month per $100,000 home 

valuation. Homeowners currently 

pay $3.47 per month per $100,000 

home valuation. 

Collection for the additional levy 

would begin in tax year 2022 and 

continue through tax year 2030. 

The current levy makes up more 

than 90% of Summit Metro Parks’ funding and goes toward maintenance, 

operation and conservation. 

“Summit Metro Parks land holdings have grown by more than 50% and the park 

district has added over one million annual visits since the last funding increase 

14 years ago,” Board of Park Commissioners Chair Mark A. Spisak said in a 

statement. 

Annual attendance averages 5 million visits, according to the park system. 

Summit Metro Parks manages more than 14,000 acres across 16 parks, several 

conservation areas and more than 150 miles of trails, including 22 miles of the 

Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath Trail. 

(The article above is from the Akron Beacon Journal, November 13, 2019) 

 

 

Summit SWCD Support 

The Board of Supervisors and the Staff of Summit Soil and Water Conservation 

District fully support the Summit Metro Parks and the "Citizens for Metro Parks" 

group in their effort to seek a March ballot issue to renew and increase the tax 

levy for the Park. The article below features just one of the myriad goals that the 

Metro Parks has achieved in its continuing efforts to not only improve 

environmental quality in Summit County, but also to provide meaningful 

experiences for our residents and public access to our natural treasures. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.beaconjournal.com%2Fnews%2F20200122%2Fpublic-access-set-in-2020-for-newest-summit-county-park-on-old-200-acre-golf-course%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR04YE2j-qumPO1EuxtTyGrSfnr9Re0MfGZ2dL00j_4-nHDj0tTwD-nOEFo&h=AT1aE-X9tsVwtyZ7UQvqglCJD-Sdu8j7aVNa8F7RLfrrhaiNOMLDOB1IOcQki0af6pp6cy9HyLChK7rwHvUDgtOX8-xLlckrs_246j0dVQ-0D4Hsr90KKBUoKjjs6O6QbC_cT5eRONgxbDoEe9tVo-QSNicCJxGBULaektIpGOTmMLsXYjA4yCySaVvQc6pI2UeP-FvrTwcnc7scIjWyw3Bv9OYHsSWSW6gGDMiDoz8ioelrhYUOrZPWUpIY44WTFQNnCqJT3-OE1SO59UttPgNP_VwikJgEDJgK5gr6C8qrCkzO57xcoSg_NI2g1bN3xaIYPlAZrZTkRXuQc3gDK7pYINY_-yNjT4pV3cFkUFV_1TTYw5ndqlkynicvPUiW0eswcndoN27AXveZmcgMblC7dEp_c-V9wJI0o2QKNTalak6O8NgOEaqYdk6VVLY3cdlyj_zDyFsEPdx_TIbJ_G4FlnoBHrk_AA_HmB4CqLRuS-nqn5h8O48k0UVUwDLfEy8CWoFO3zB6ZabWhSdgNKhr-cYZty-VTDZfcGbq2_gfSqgUeJsI7Hjtp6xzyezy8i2DBcGy8lJqQNX-zAmkFiEj-aXiOiaHf1YerD9CohiFvbRWlcVUKPw03lo


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

By Doug Livingston 

Beacon Journal 

Posted Jan 22, 2020 at 7:38 PM    

Wings snapped as the giant bird leapt 

across the Cuyahoga River to perch in a tree 

over what used to be nine extra holes at the 

back of Valley View Golf Club on Cuyahoga 

Street in Akron. 

Lindsay Smith peeled back a white mitten 

and flipped on her cellphone camera. “I 

don’t think there were any bald eagles when 

this was a golf course,” said Smith, a 

Summit Metro Parks marketing and public 

relations manager who couldn’t have hoped 

for a better moment to give a tour of the old 

golf course on Wednesday. 

Quick with a joke, Planning Chief Nick 

Moskos commented on the perfect timing of a rare bird taking flight just as he 

pointed a Beacon Journal reporter and photographer toward the river. 

“Now how do we get it back in the cage?” Moskos laughed. 

The eagle, the knee-high tree saplings, the coyote and rabbit tracks in fresh 

snow, the wetlands and the life in them, the sea of wild flowers that change color 

every few weeks in the spring until an ocean 

of yellow Bidens blankets the land in mid-

summer ... they’re all signs of nature 

reclaiming the chemically treated fairways 

and greens with each passing season.  

And, this fall, the public will get to see it, too 

— and not just in passing while seated in a 

kayak or from afar while jogging the 

Towpath Trail. Nature lovers will get to walk 

into the heart of Summit County’s newest 

outdoor attraction. 

Nick Moskos 

mailto:dlivingston@thebeaconjournal.com


 
 
 

 
 

 

“We call it the hole in the doughnut,” said Stephanie Walton, chief of Marketing 

and Communications for the park district. 

The old golf course is nestled between North Hill, the Merriman Valley and 

Cuyahoga Falls. Once restored, these 200 acres will complete a band of Metro 

Parks green space stretching across northern Akron from Chapel Hill to Fairlawn, 

from the Gorge Dam through Cascade Valley to Sand Run and the F.A. Seiberling 

Nature Realm. 

The restoration project began after the park district bought the 60-year-old golf 

course for $4 million in 2016. Much of the work, including 500 volunteers planting 

100,000 hardwood trees with nuts harvested from nearby parks, has been 

privately funded with little to no cost for labor, outside of park employees’ 

salaries. 

Other jobs, largely funded by a $1.15 million Clean Ohio grant, have required 

outside expertise, like the removal of six cars and a computer found in a pond; 

tearing out 300 Norway spruces (non-indigenous weeping pine trees); applying 

one final blanket of weed-killer to destroy the invasive grass; dismantling a 

drainage system to restore wetlands; and hiring a house mover to jack up and 

level a massive dairy barn, which — stripped down to its original 1851 timber 

beams and sandstone walls — will serve as a lodge and welcome center. 

The restoration has come with its surprises. 

A pointy, tree-covered outgrowth at the center of the old golf course was 

recorded on a 1903 USGS map as an Native American burial ground. 

Archaeologists debunked the would-be sacred ground as a glacial formation. 

They also investigated and found nothing of a boatyard used to beat back Brits in 

the War of 1812. Archaeologists with magnetic soil-testing technology abandoned 

the search as the wetlands returned, Walton said. 

And thousands of misplaced golf balls, which park staff jokingly call “turtle 

eggs,” have been donated to a rehab program run by the Cleveland Clinic. 

Public view of the restoration, which could take decades to complete, has been 

limited to volunteers and progress reports from the media. But not for long. 

Summit Metro Parks is hoping this fall to open a “prototype” path for the public 

to see firsthand the next $3.3 million in projects. 

https://www.beaconjournal.com/akron/news/top-stories-news/summit-park-district-buys-former-valley-view-golf-club-for-4-million-plans-to-link-three-parks
https://www.beaconjournal.com/news/20181109/is-there-war-of-1812-boatyard-in-akron-archaeologists-working-to-find-out


 
 
 

 
 

 

Under design through a $370,000 grant from the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration, this phase two work is focused on reclaiming the 

one mile of Cuyahoga River running across the old golf course. 

Along a “watch us grow trail” that juts into the park along a ridge over wetlands, 

the public would be able next year to watch heavy machinery widen the 

Cuyahoga River and remove debris like tires and giant concrete slabs that have 

been discarded for more than a century to build up the river’s bank and prevent 

flooding. The embankment will be cut back to its original, gentle slope. With the 

wetlands and a thicker Cuyahoga, the entire area will act more like a sponge to 

trap and filter water before it reaches the river, Moskos said. 

With whitewater injecting air in the water, fish populations are expected to 

flourish again with the river’s natural flow. And the covered bridge spanning the 

narrow section of the river will be removed and rebuilt closer to the Towpath 

Trail. 

When the Gorge Dam is removed in the next couple years, a free-flowing 

Cuyahoga River will give experienced boaters a challenging trip from downtown 

Cuyahoga Falls to the Valley View Park, with an elevation change greater than 

Niagara Falls, Moskos said. Novice kayakers can avoid those rapids by launching 

at the Valley View Park and heading north, perhaps storing their vessel in 

Peninsula and catching a train back to Akron. 

The barn was kept as “a marker to pay respect to the history of the site,” Moskos 

said. Visitors can rent it out or stop in to learn about the new park. 

Double barn doors to be installed on the Cuyahoga Street side will invite the 

public in. Glass doors and windows will wrap the bottom of the barn, which is 

now a single open hall with a warming kitchen instead of two levels and attic 

space. 

Chief of Conservation Mike Johnson said the site, as a condition of Knight 

Foundation funding, will cater to Bhutanese immigrants in nearby North Hill who 

currently rent out the Italian Center to hold celebrations. Outside, Johnson said a 

covered stage will give the immigrants a place from time to time to sell their 

goods and art, or a place for other visitors to stay dry and in the shade. 

Reach Beacon Journal reporter Doug Livingston 

at dlivingston@thebeaconjournal.com or 330-996-3792. 
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                                Check us out on our website at  
                      sswcd.summitoh.net and on social media.  

 
                       Summit Soil and Water Conservation District   
                 1180 South Main Street, Suite 241, Akron, Ohio 44301 
                       Phone: (330)-929-2871    sswcd.summitoh.net 
 
The Summit SWCD is an independent division of the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture and is funded by the State of Ohio, the Summit County Council, and 
the Summit County Communities for Clean Stormwater. 

                              
Summit SWCD provides all services without regard to race, skin color, national 
origin, religious affiliation, gender, age, physical or mental handicap, or political 
activity.   
 
Our Mission: 
 
Summit SWCD provides leadership and advocates for the stewardship of our 
natural resources and responsible land use through the provision of education, 
technical assistance, and partnerships in Summit County. 
 
Our Vision: 
 
Summit SWCD aspires to be a trusted leader of an engaged community in 
support of a sustainable natural environment for future generations.  

 
 
 
 
 

 


