
 

 

From the office of our District Administrator: 
Practical Measures for Uncertain Times! 
 
Due to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) and 

for the health and safety of the public and our 

employees, the Summit Soil and Water 

Conservation District’s office is closed to the 

public for an undetermined time. 

We are still accepting deliveries from the commercial and governmental service 

providers. The Ohio revised Code does not allow us to accept credit cards, so all 

fees are required to be sent in by mail or by a delivery service. The Russ Pry 

County Building is not open to the public, but deliveries and mail are being 

accepted.  

Although most staff members are working remotely, they will continue to return 

e-mails and calls, and provide service. The office is staffed and we will continue 

to process applications, plans, fees, and conduct plan reviews. 

We thank you for your patience during these trying times.   

Brian Prunty, District Administrator 

 

 



 

Singin’ in the Rain 

While we are all “Singin in the Rain” like Gene Kelly in the 1951 movie, An 

American in Paris, those “April Showers That Bring May Flowers” just keep 

falling from the sky, bringing lots of stormwater with them. While we love the 

flowers, we don’t want the flooding and poor water quality that an excess of 

stormwater can cause. 

According to studies by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency, nearly 70% of the pollution in our 

surface waters gets there through stormwater runoff 

from residential property.  About 50% of that pollution is 

chemical pollution from products we use for our yard 

care, household activities, and our yard waste.   

One way that we can improve water quality is to reduce 

the size of the turf grass area of our lawns. This will reduce the amount of 

chemicals that we use and will increase the size of the area which absorbs the 

rainwater where it falls, thereby decreasing runoff, especially when we plant 

native plants and trees.  The native plants have long roots that suck up 

rainwater, and the native trees act like sponges.  A small Swamp White Oak with 

a 12-inch diameter will absorb 998 gallons of stormwater annually.  

A great way to reduce yard work and water use, improve water quality, create a 

more interesting landscape, and increase wildlife habitat all at the same time, is 

to restore some of your property to a self-sustaining natural ecosystem with 

native plants. 

There are some important steps to follow to help you be successful in your 

restoration: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Step One: Pick a Place 

Choose a section of your lawn to convert.  

Õ If you are a person who waters 

your lawn regularly, it may be 

most efficient to target the area 

farthest from the house. 

Õ If part of your lawn is 

unhealthy or shaded, steeply 

sloped, or covered in pine 

needles, choose that area. 

Õ If your neighbors are 

extremely attached to their 

pristine turf grass lawns, try to 

pick a place that doesn’t border 

their lawns or threaten them with 

shade or dropped leaves. 

Step Two: Choose a Landscape 

Gardeners choose to create naturalistic landscapes for a variety of reasons: 

Õ To minimize maintenance. 

Õ To attract & benefit wildlife.  

Õ To preserve species diversity.  

Õ To conserve resources.  

Õ To strengthen their daily 

connection to nature.  

(If you are interested in helping 

pollinators, go to: 

https://www.pollinator.org/guides for a pollinator-garden plan that you 

may install in your yard that is especially suited to your area.)  

Once you’ve decided that you want your garden to fit the character of your land, 

how do you figure out which plants to use, and how do you arrange them so that 

they look natural?  The easiest way is to find and study some natural 

communities of plants and choose a group that might grow well on your own 

land.   Find a native ecosystem that fits your target area’s climate and 

geography.  If you know a natural area with the right characteristics, mimic it.  

https://www.pollinator.org/guides


For the lowest maintenance in the long run, 

restore your land to its dominant or “Climax 

Ecosystem.” For more information on the 

regional ecosystems of North America, go to 

https://www.pollinator.org/ .  

Within the larger landscape, the dominant ecosystem varies according to local 

topography (the lay or slope of the land,) and climate, so consider your site’s 

attributes and your needs as well as your area’s climax ecosystem, when 

planning your wild area.  

Õ For sunny, dry places, choose prairie 

plants. 

Õ For shady hillsides, try a forest glade with 

ferns and rocky outcrops. 

Õ If you want to create shade, design a 

woodland. 

Õ In low areas that trap runoff, make a wet 

meadow or thicket. 

Step Three: Remove the Undesirable Plants. 

Proper soil preparation is the most important factor in the success of a native 

planting. 

Unless you are in a newly developed area that was recently wild, you’ll probably 

need to remove your lawn rather than let it grow. Most lawn grasses and weeds 

are not native and will outcompete and eventually overrun your natural 

community.  You can remove your lawn using a sod-cutter, or you can smother 

the part you want to change, using mulch. Simply make an edge where the 

shrunken or downsized lawn will end, and then smother the lawn with the mulch.  

Do not turn over the exposed soil unless your site was recently growing with 

native plants.  Disturbing the soil will expose weed seeds and encourage their 

growth.  The weeds will compete with new native seedlings for nutrients, water, 

and sunlight.   

Avoid using herbicides to get 

rid of vegetation before 

establishing your wilderness 

site.  If your land was recently 

native, herbicides may kill 

crucial soil microbes that would 

Japanese Knotweed 

https://www.pollinator.org/


help native plants re-establish and help native seeds to sprout.  In this situation, 

you may first want to try creating the right conditions for those seeds to sprout, 

as they will do much of the work of restoring a natural landscape.  To encourage 

native vegetation to return in a recently native site, instead of smothering your 

lawn, try these steps first. 

Õ Remove any sod with a sod-cutter. 

Õ Rake the exposed soil. 

Õ Water. 

Õ Identify the seedlings that sprout. 

Õ Remove the unwanted plants. 

Õ Fill gaps with chosen native plants. 

Step Four: Add Desirables 

Add appropriate native plants.  You 

sometimes can find these at local 

native plant nurseries.  If you have 

trouble finding a nursery, contact the 

Summit Soil and Water Conservation 

District for a list of native plant 

nurseries, the Ohio State University 

Extension Service, the Cleveland 

Natural History Museum, or native 

plant gardeners you are acquainted 

with. You may want to start with just a 

few species but try to include enough 

individual plants to cover the ground and keep down invading weeds.  The more 

species you have, the less chance you have of ending up with a monoculture of 

all one variety which can easily be wiped out by disease.   It is a good practice to 

plant your natives in groups of three for each species.  

Here are some questions to ask when purchasing native plants: 

Õ Are the native plants locally grown or shipped in?  Native plants which are 

locally grown are best suited to the regional climatic conditions. 

Õ Have the seeds been propagated in a nursery or collected from the wild?  

Seeds from the wild need to be protected so that we do not deplete our 

natural areas. 

Õ Will the native plants grow best in full sun or shade?  Survey your plot 

carefully to determine your conditions. 



Sowing seeds is less expensive than landscaping with transplants.  However, 

native plants grow slowly from seed, often taking up to three years to bloom for 

the first time.  The first few years of their life are spent growing long, extensive 

root systems. Weedy undesirable plants grow more quickly so you need to be 

vigilant in uprooting the 

weeds. Patience is the key to 

growing native plants.  

Transplants grow more 

quickly than seeds, often 

blooming in the first year.  If 

you choose transplants, keep 

your costs down by buying 

the smallest plants available.  

Space the plants one foot 

apart and mark for later identification.  Consider using transplants when 

landscaping smaller areas.  

You will also need a soil test to determine what soil 

type and moisture content you have so that you can 

choose plants that will grow well in your soil’s 

conditions.  It is also a good idea to find out about the 

different types of plant communities.  In other words, 

find out what plants like to grow together.  You can 

contact your local Arboretum or Botany Department 

at a nearby university to find out more about native 

plant communities or go to 

http://www.gcbl.org/live/home/landscaping/native-

plants-and-organic-lawncare, the website of the 

Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  

Step Five: Patrol for Invaders 

As you observe your native garden growing, make sure to monitor the area for 

invasive non-native plants and remove them.  Watch for friendly natives that 

might re-appear from the previous seed bank in the soil.  Don’t just pull up any 

unfamiliar plant without knowing what it is.  However, if you are using land that 

has been cultivated for many years, chances are good that the seeds sprouting 

will be invasive non-natives.  

On the other hand, if you create the right conditions such as removing sod, 

raking the exposed soil, and watering, seeds long buried may sprout again, and 

http://www.gcbl.org/live/home/landscaping/native-plants-and-organic-lawncare
http://www.gcbl.org/live/home/landscaping/native-plants-and-organic-lawncare


wind and animals will bring more seeds that fit the new evolving community of 

plants. 

Once established, a wild area will tend to require much less maintenance than 

your turf-grass lawn.  Your main effort will be spent researching an appropriate 

landscape and building it.  The first few years will require more weeding than 

later, since your wild plants may need time to cover the ground well enough to 

resist weeds. 

Weed Laws 

Some communities have “Weed Laws” to prevent unsightly or poorly maintained 

property. However, many municipalities are responding to the current trend 

toward natural landscaping.  Some communities have modified weed laws to 

allow natural landscaping but require a “setback” or buffer strip to make the 

landscape look planned.  Some local governments actively promote natural 

landscaping because of the environmental and economic benefits.  Check with 

your local officials regarding weed laws in your community. 

Shrinking your lawn by establishing native plant gardens in your yard will help 

improve water quality in your watershed, make your property more habitable for 

wildlife, improve aesthetics, property value, and curb appeal, and lead to a self-

sustaining landscape for years to come. To find out more about Native Plant 

Gardens, e-mail sbarbic@summitoh.net, or call 330-926-2452.  

Resources:  http://www.lesslawn.com/  
                U.S. EPA-Landscaping With Native Plants,  National Wildlife Federation 
 
  

 

 

 

http://www.lesslawn.com/


Mothers’ Day is in May… 

Treat Mother Earth Right and Improve Water Quality! 

Spring has officially arrived in Northeast Ohio and 

many of you are looking at your yard wondering where 

to start with your lawn and garden planning for the 

2020 growing season, and you may even have some 

long-term goals beyond this year.  When you prioritize 

your goals, please keep in mind that maintaining your 

yard and garden with healthy landscaping practices is 

one of the most important things that you as an 

individual can do toward improving stormwater quality 

and the resulting water quality in Lake Erie, the Ohio 

River, and all of our streams, rivers, and lakes.  

The first item on your list of healthy practices should 

be to have your soil tested.  The results of this soil test 

will tell you 

whether you need to add any fertilizer for 

your plants.  Excess fertilizer that runs off 

the ground in a rainstorm enters our 

waterways and causes algae blooms, fish 

kills, and degraded water quality.  Never 

add fertilizer if you don’t need it.  The soil 

test will save money because you won’t be 

buying excess fertilizer.  

After you have your soil test results, here 

are some tips for starting off the year right 

with healthy landscaping practices:  

• If your soil test results advise you to amend your soil, use organic, slow-

release products which will feed your plants and soil and not run off with 

every rain.  

• Tolerate some weeds in your yard since plant diversity provides food for 

pollinators and beneficial soil organisms. 

• If you feel that you must remove your weeds, you can apply corn gluten 

meal to prevent annual weed seed germination, spot treat with an organic 

product that contains molasses or liquid iron, or pull the weeds by hand or 

with a “Speedy Weedy” tool. 



• Don’t leave fertilizer pellets and grass clippings on your driveway, patio 

and other hard surfaces because they will run off into the stormdrain and 

then the river with the first rainstorm. 

• Never apply fertilizers if rain is in the forecast. 

• Don’t let your hose overspray if you sprinkle your lawn, since this will 

cause fertilizers and other chemicals to end up in the stormdrain and 

stream, not to mention wasting precious water. 

• Sharpen your mower blades because dull lawnmower blades tear the 

tender grass blades. 

• Aim your mower so that grass clippings stay on the lawn and provide 

nutrients for the lawn. 

• Mow high at 3-4 inches, encouraging root growth and stability and let the 

clippings lie on the lawn for nutritional value. 

• If you want to try composting, you can start your compost pile in the 

spring using grass clippings and winter woody debris and leaves.  

• Don’t mulch or compost clippings with annual weed seed heads.  Instead, 

bag them up and dispose of in the trash to prevent more weeds being 

introduced to your lawn. 

• If Japanese Beetle grubs are an issue and 

soil conditions are right, apply Milky Spore to 

control the population.  One application lasts 

for 10 years. 

• Beneficial nematodes can be used to control 

grubs and they are also effective on flea and 

tick larvae, helping to keep your pets free of 

these disease-carrying organisms. 

• By eliminating the use of pesticides, you will 

not only protect your children and pets 

playing in your yard, but also the wildlife 

including pollinators and beneficial insects. 

• If you have waterways in your yard, you can 

create and plant a vegetated buffer zone with native plants, which will 

provide beauty and habitat, and filter stormwater, preventing non-point 

source pollution. 

• Finally, if you are feeling particularly adventurous this year, you can 

shrink your lawn by adding native plant gardens and/or fruit and nut 

producing shrubs and trees which provide food for you, your family, and 

the wildlife community.  

 



To find out about other ideas for creating and maintaining a beautiful 

outdoor space that provides many ecological benefits, you can go to 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/ or call 330-926-2452, and you can check out 

our facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/Summit-Soil-and-Water-

Conservation-District-170451803004991/. Summit-Soil-and-Water-Conservation-

District. 

 

Composting for a Healthy Yard                                

Stop!  Before you dump your twigs and leaves and other fall and winter lawn 
debris down the storm drain or into the landfill, consider this environmentally 
friendly idea.  Start a compost pile or bin and leave your yard waste on your 
land.   Composting is a simple, economical way to recycle your household 
scraps and yard trimmings into a nutritious meal for your soil and your 
landscape, not to mention the beneficial insects and microorganisms that will 
also feast on it. 
 
Composting makes sense, because it keeps useful organic materials from filling 
up the local landfill.  In some states, it is now against the law to put organic 
materials in the landfill, since they are relatively clean and biodegradable, and 
they take up needed space.  Another reason to compost is the reward of saving 
money by having a no-cost soil enhancement, which can be used on your 
landscape and garden, or shared with your neighbor.  
All organic materials decompose. Composting hastens 
the process by providing an ideal environment for 
bacteria and other decomposers to thrive.  These 
microorganisms need four elements to do their work: 
nitrogen, water, carbon, and oxygen.   For the best 
results, mix high-nitrogen materials like clover and 
fresh grass clippings with high-carbon materials like 
dried leaves and twigs.  Adding wood chips to branches 
and twigs allows more oxygen to get into the pile and 
adds a nice fragrance.  Rainwater provides moisture, 
or you can water and cover the pile with a tarp, to keep it moist, if rainfall is in 
short supply.  Turning and mixing the pile lets the oxygen in. 
 
To start, you can use a simple pile, a barrel or bin, or you can build a frame from 
old lumber, bricks, and chicken wire, so there is a minimal expense involved.  
There are also a variety of prefabricated composting bins available at your local 
hardware, lawn and garden store, or via the internet. If you prefer, composting 
can be done inside your garage or shed. 
       
There are two methods of composting: They are cold composting and hot 
composting. 

https://sswcd.summitoh.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Summit-Soil-and-Water-Conservation-District-170451803004991/
https://www.facebook.com/Summit-Soil-and-Water-Conservation-District-170451803004991/


Cold composting works well for those who have little time and not a great deal of 
yard waste.  Start with dried leaves on the ground and add grass clippings.  
Then just add yard waste as you do your lawn maintenance.  The only drawback 
with this method is that you may have to wait several months to a year for the 
compost to be ready to use. 
 
Hot composting takes more work, but you can have useable compost in about 
four weeks.  Start out with level ground and lay boards or branches down, 
evenly spaced to create air circulation.  Spread out several inches of  
high-carbon, (brown) material and add high-nitrogen (green) material and mix 
together.  You can do this in a bin or a pile as well.  Water as necessary but don’t 
let your pile become soggy.  Too much water will harm the microorganisms, and 
the pile will rot and smell.  The bacteria can do their best work in a mixture of 20-
30 times as much brown material as green material, (carbon to nitrogen).   A 
pile, which measures 3’ x 3 ‘x 3’, works best, but don’t let it get taller than 5 feet.  
Punch holes in the sides to let the air circulate.  Your pile will heat up and cool 
down, so start turning material when the temperature drops.  Move the compost 
from the center to the outside and vice-versa, just like stirring a cake batter in a 
bowl.  Turning every day or two will give you a finished product in less than four 
weeks. Turning every other week will give results in one to three months.  
  
Here are some materials that you can safely add to your compost pile:  

cardboard rolls, eggshells, gray 
cardboard boxes, sawdust, vacuum 
cleaner lint, clean paper, fireplace 
ashes, hair, shredded newspaper, 
vegetable trimmings, fruit scraps, (be 
sure to microwave non-native fruit peels 
such as banana peels, because they 
may contain non-native 
microorganisms,) coffee grounds and 
filters, fur, leaves and grass, tea bags, 
wool and cotton rags. 
Items that you would not include would 
be:  Black walnut leaves and twigs, (they 
are toxic to tomato plants), egg yolks, 
meat scraps, 

and dairy products, (attract flies,) oils and grease, 
(create bad odors,) pesticides, (will kill 
microorganisms and concentrate in the compost,) 
and pet waste, (attracts flies and may carry disease 
microorganisms.) 
 
When your compost is ready to use, it will be a 
uniform, dark brown, crumbly material which looks 
and feels like rich, earthy-smelling garden soil.  You 



need to let it cool for a few days before using it.   Compost can be used to amend 
and enrich your garden soil and landscaping beds.  It can even be used in house 
plant pots and window boxes.  Compost enhances soil texture, increases the 
ability of the soil to absorb air and water, limits weed growth, helps stop erosion, 
and lessens the need for chemical fertilizers. 
 

So instead of blowing those grass 
clippings into the street with your 
leafblower where they will end up in 
the stormdrain and go into the stream 
where their decomposition will add 
unwanted nutrients and use up oxygen 
needed by aquatic creatures, put them 
to good use to enhance everyone’s 
environment.  In nature, everything 
that happens is part of a cycle, and one 
creature’s waste is another creature’s 
food or shelter.  If we think about our 

own home environment as part of the larger ecosystem, we can learn to use 
practices that are beneficial to not only our own small corner, but to the whole 
planet that we share. 
      
References: http://www.purdue.edu 
Backyard Conservation, USDA-NRCS, NACD, Wildlife Habitat Council, (available 
on our website at http://sswcd.summitoh.net).  

 
 
 
A Perfect Time to Hit the Trails! 

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, we all are itching to get outside and enjoy the 

welcoming warm weather.  Especially at a time when most of us are stuck at 

home, we need a well-deserved break from our dens.  I am so ecstatic to see the 

general public’s love for being outside and utilizing our public trails.  As a 

longtime outdoor enthusiast, I enjoy seeing the local trails become packed with 

people and bikes enjoying their free time out in the fresh air.  This shows that our 

support and love for the parks are solidifying their need.  

With this increase in popularity also comes problems.  What I am about to share 

is basic trail etiquette we should all follow.  It does not replace the required 

social distancing one should be following as directed.  Social distancing rules 

supersede trail etiquette during this pandemic but try to follow the rules when 

you can and reduce your impact on the environment while maintaining physical 

distance. 

http://www.purdue.edu/
http://sswcd.summitoh.net/


 

Hiking with Fido: 

Nothing brings a 

bigger smile to my 

face than seeing a 

dog’s happy face 

and wagging tail 

while hiking.  You 

can see the dog 

beaming with 

cheerful energy.  

Please get your 

dogs out on a hike, 

they need it more 

than us.  When you 

do, remember 

these following tips.  Always keep your dog leashed.  Be aware of your 

surroundings, other dogs and other hikers.  Maintain a safe distance because 

not all people are like me and want to be greeted by your pup.   

Pick up after your pup.  Nothing will ruin your hike faster than stepping in that 

unpleasant prize left on the trail.  Leaving that pile can spread diseases to other 

dogs, wildlife or other recreating humans.   After you bag it just don’t leave it.  

It’s unsightly to see poop bags left on the side of the trail, at the kiosk, or 

chucked into the woods.      

Pack it out: 

Parks are already short staffed and have more important things to do then pick 

up our trash.  Some parks have removed their garbage cans.  I understand that 

this can be inconvenient, but it is our responsibility to pack out what we packed 

in.  Prepare before a hike and making sure you have packed your car or 

backpack with the essentials to pack out your trash.  You can even go the extra 

step by carrying a bag to pick up litter during your hike.  If we all do our part, we 

can keep our parks beautiful and clean. 

On the hiking trail: 

Trails are there for a reason, to keep us within the boundaries they want us to 

be.  They lead us from point a to point b without trampling everything in the park.  

These trails are often designed to take us to the most scenic views and 



locations.  Most parks have a “stay on trail” rule to prevent us from wandering, 

exploring and destroying sensitive habitats or environments.  I often see the 

damage of people going off trail and trampling the sensitive flora at our most 

popular parks.  This damage includes ledges and their sensitive surfaces.  

Please don’t climb on ledges, unless the park you are visiting specifically allows 

scrambling and climbing.   

I have seen major widening of hiking trails over the past decade.  Over the past 

fifteen years our weather has become rainier and wetter.  So be prepared for 

muddy trails by wearing proper clothes and footwear to deal with this mud.  

Hikers are walking around the “mud pits” rather than walking through them.  

This is damaging the trail, widening the trail, killing sensitive native vegetation 

on the trail side and increasing compaction and erosion of the soil.  Additionally, 

I see evidence of this soil compaction killing young trees.  You should walk 

through the center of the mud.  This practice is used on the mountain biking 

trail, “Ride through and not around.”    It works!  Bring an extra pair of shoes and 

a box or bag to put your muddy ones in your car.  Come dressed for the mud.  

Otherwise, follow the lead of a mountain biker and stay off trails when they are 

wet and muddy. 

Often, we come across other wonderful people who are also enjoying the 

outdoors.  If the trail doesn’t have enough width to easily pass one another while 

maintaining social distancing, who has the right of way?  The hiker traveling 

uphill does.  The hiker traveling downhill has better sight distance to see and 

prepare to move off trail for another hiker.  So simply find an area to step aside 

to allow the uphill hiker to pass on by.   

We are lucky in Summit County to have access to amazing parks!  We need to 

get out to unwind, allow nature to calm our soul, enjoy the fresh air, scenery and 

geological features.  It is a perfect way to socialize and enjoy time with your 

family or furry friends.  By following the proper trail etiquette, everyone can 

enjoy the trails without damaging our parks.  Get out. Have fun. Enjoy! 

Brian Prunty, District Administrator 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Summit SWCD Native Plant Sales 
   
Summit SWCD would like to thank everyone for purchasing 
native plants and trees through our sale.  Because of you, 
around 500 attractive native plants and trees will be working 
to improve our air and water quality and provide sustenance 
and habitat for thousands of pollinators and other wildlife. 
   
Your plants will be shipped directly to the address you 
provided so you won’t have to venture out to pick them 
up.  The bare-root plants and trees should arrive around April 
9, 2020, or sometime within the week after that date. For the 
native plant kits containing 50 plugs, you should be receiving 
them in Mid-May. We will be sending out a survey inquiring 
about your satisfaction after the plants arrive. If you have any 
questions about the plants please call us at 330-926-2452, or 
e-mail sbarbic@summitoh.net. 

                              
                              
                            

                            Check us out on our website at  
                   sswcd.summitoh.net and on social media 
 
                    Summit Soil and Water Conservation District   
             1180 South Main Street, Suite 241, Akron, Ohio 4430                                   
                       (330)-929-2871    sswcd.summitoh.net 
 



 
 

Mission Statement: 
 
Summit SWCD provides leadership and advocates for the stewardship of our 
natural resources and responsible land use through the provision of education, 
technical assistance, and partnerships in Summit County. 
 
 
The Summit SWCD is an independent division of the Ohio Department of 
Agriculture and is funded by the State of Ohio, the Summit County Council, and 
the Summit County Communities for Clean Stormwater.                              
 
 
Summit SWCD provides all services without regard to race, skin color, national 
origin, religion, gender, age, physical or mental handicap, or political activity.   

 


