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Summit SWCD 2020 Annual Meeting
The 74th annual meeting and election for the Board of Supervisors, of the Summit Soil and Water
Conservation District, was held on October 22, 2020, at the Russell M. Pry building at 1180 South Main
Street in Akron. The event featured a drive-through venue with tents set up in the rear parking area where
staff handed out and collected each ballot as the voters passed through, and then distributed
complimentary box lunches to attendees who remained in their vehicles.
Elected to the Summit SWCD Board of Supervisors for a three-year term commencing on January 1, 2021
are Michael Rorar and Danny Ross. Michael Rorar has served on the Board for the past three years, and
Danny Ross is a new member. Their biographies are below:

Mike Rorar
Mike Rorar grew up in Akron and graduated from Kent State University with a
BS in Conservation and Forestry and a minor in History. Mike has over 20
years of labor, operational, and management experience in the field of Parks,
Recreation, and highway operations. A broad range of responsibilities have
included overseeing multi-million-dollar operating and capital budgets,
development and maintenance of over 1000 lane miles of streets and
highways, park renovation, design, and construction. Currently, Mike is
working as the Service Director for the City of Tallmadge, where he oversees
the departments of Utilities, (Water/Sewer and Stormwater), Street, Cemetery,
Zoning, and Park and Recreation.
Mike is running for his second term for the Board of Supervisors. During Mike’s first term, he is proud of
the accomplishment of the Board in creating the position of Watershed Coordinator. The Watershed
Coordinator will help municipalities manage their natural water systems. This is the first time that the
Summit SWCD in Summit County has had such a position. In addition, he is excited about being involved in
implementing the strategic plan that has been created to guide the agency over the next five years in
providing leadership for the County’s natural resource and land uses.
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Danny A. Ross
Danny Ross graduated from Lincoln Memorial University in 1974 and then
completed his Graduate Degree at Duke University in 1975. Danny is a retired
USDA NRCS employee with over 33 years of experience in natural resource
management with a specialty in Urban Conservation. Over 30 years, he was
at the field office level, some of the time at Summit SWCD, and the last 3 years,
he was the State Urban Conservationist in Ohio. He has also taught 20 years
part time at Kent State University in the Departments of Geography and
Biology. In 2013, Dan went full time as an Associate Lecturer in both
departments. His major interests at the University have been in Urban
Conservation, Forestry, Wildlife Development, and Golf Course Design.
He retired from his second career in Spring of 2015. He also has a natural resource education consulting
business, where he does educational workshops, and CPESC/CESSWI Review Courses for clients. He has
served as Chair of the CESSWI International Council, and Administrative Vice Chair of the International
ENVIROCERT Council. Danny loves to travel with family on vacations, sporting clays, pheasant hunting,
racquetball, and of course, golf. He is also involved in the Music business because he helps manage his
son, Ian, who is a full-time professional musician.
We look forward to working with these two board members and wish to express our gratitude to Craig Graf
who has been our long-time Supervisor and supportive advocate. Craig is leaving the Board and will
pursue other interests.

Craig Graf
Born and raised in Copley Township, Craig Graf graduated from Copley High
School in 1988 and Kent State University in 1993. In 2002 and 2003, Craig
was a member of The Ohio State University Leadership, Education and
Development (Lead) Program, Class IX. He served on the advisory board for
the OSU Swank Program in Urban/Rural Policy from 2002 through 2005. The
Swank Program conducts and supports research, teaching and outreach
within the College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences; the Ohio
Agricultural Research and Development Center; and Ohio State University
Extension.
The goal is to combine innovative approaches in economic theory, planning, advanced statistical research,
and geographical information systems to create products that can be used by the academic community,
stakeholders, policymakers, students, and the public. Craig is an owner-operator of Graf Growers, a family
owned vegetable farm and greenhouse in Copley Township. He is a member of Farm Bureau and has been
a Summit SWCD Supervisor since 2006. Craig currently resides in Fairlawn.
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Eco-Friendly
and Sustainable
New Year's
Resolutions!
I think it is safe to say that everybody agrees 2020 was a rough start to the decade – 2021 is the year you
should give yourself a little extra love and might as well share some with the planet too. Let's break down this
past year: 30 named storms pummeled through the Atlantic this hurricane season [1], almost 1.5 million
acres were burned by California wildfires [2], and CO2 emissions hit a new high [3]. With the new year ahead,
it is the perfect opportunity to implement some eco-friendly habits and goals. Any step towards a sustainable
future is a step in the right direction. It is time to ditch the ‘all or nothing’ approach to New Year's resolutions.
Be proud of the little things. The combination of small acts can make a big difference! Hopefully, this list can
inspire you to try something new as 2021 begins. Take what is applicable to you and scale it to a realistic
standard. Try your best, Summit SWCD is rooting for you!

Participate in Meatless Mondays
For centuries, we have attributed a complete meal to contain meat. From chicken to pork, these sources of
protein have become the star of our plate when we sit down to eat lunch or dinner, and sometimes even
breakfast. I think when people hear "Meatless Mondays", one of their main concerns is their source of
protein. However, there are so many plant-based sources of protein including, but not limited to, beans,
quinoa, and tofu. Plus, did you know that, based on the USDA's Dietary Guideline Recommendations,
Americans overconsume meat, poultry, and eggs [4]? Not only will reducing meat from your diet at least
once a week improve your health, but it will improve the health of the planet as well. Skipping one serving
of beef every Monday for a year saves the equivalent emissions to driving 348 miles in a car [5]. Not sure
where to start? Here is a recipe to get you started!

Reduce Your Single-Use Plastic
How much plastic have you used today? just looking around you right now
you will likely find countless of plastic items in use. Unfortunately, we have
become accustomed to relying on plastic in almost every aspect of our lives.
The worst part is that plastic takes hundreds of years to degrade, meaning
that the garbage currently polluting our lakes, rivers, and streams will
continue to do so for generations to come. In reality, over half of that waste is
single-use plastic – in 2015, it was calculated to be over 141 million metric
tons 6. Reducing single-use plastic is easy and fun! Everybody knows the
basics of using a reusable bag, water bottle, and straw, but there are other
things you can do too. Opt for the loose fruits and vegetables at the
supermarket to avoid plastic packaging, buy in bulk, and use a soap bar
instead of liquid soap.
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Limit Food Waste
Did you know that 30-40% of all the food that is produced in U.S. never reaches the table [7]? Although
food loss and waste occurs at all stages of the food chain, the majority occurs in our households. We can
all make a change to limit food waste. For example, expiration dates are arbitrarily set by the manufacture
as an estimate of peak product quality. Your nose is the best indicator to determine spoilage, not the
product date labels. In addition, food aesthetics should not factor into your purchase - choose produce
based on freshness, ripeness, firmness, etc. Another tip is to plan ahead! Take inventory in your kitchen
before going food shopping and prioritize produce that will spoil first. Not only is it beneficial for the planet,
but also for your pocket too. On average, households could save $370 per person annually [7].

Start Composting
I know what you are thinking - composting, really? Well,
what if I were to tell you that organic matter sent to the
landfills does not have the proper conditions to decompose
effectively and thus, releases methane gas into the
atmosphere (a greenhouse gas 25 fold more potent than
CO2) [8]? I know, crazy. You can support local collection
efforts, such as Rubber City Reuse in Akron, or you compost
at home. You do not need a green thumb to start
composting, there are several options out there. For
example, vermicomposting is very popular for folks with
minimal space or if you have a backyard, you can set up a
bin for aerobic decomposition. You can invest as much or
little time as you want, just try your best to keep food waste
out of our landfills!

Attend at Least One Stream Cleanup
Giving back to your community is such an important way of immersing yourself into the place you call
home and making it a little better. You gain such a unique sense of purpose by volunteering your time to
the areas and people who need it the most. Northeast Ohio is lucky to have both Lake Erie and the Ohio
River as freshwater sources, but that also means that all our trash and pollutants can easily enter our
streams and consequently, adversely affect our waters. Be an advocate for our environment and help
prevent pollution! Check your local community events, Summit Metro Parks, Keep Akron Beautiful, and
other environmental organizations.
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Install at least One Storm Management Practice
Only one percent of the freshwater in our planet is easily accessible and the number threat to our
water quality is nonpoint source pollution. Nonpoint source pollution occurs via storm water runoff
that contain fertilizers, oil, toxic chemicals, pet waste, and many more [9]. Water pollution can result in
human health problems, poisoned wildlife, and long-term ecosystem damage. Anyone can help protect
our watersheds by building a rain garden, installing a rain barrel, eliminating the use of pesticides and
fertilizers, properly disposing of hazardous household waste, and always picking up after your pet. Join
the movement and help fight our freshwater crisis!

Explore Nature
If after reading this entire list, you decide not to apply any of
these suggestions, at least do this one. We are lucky to live in a
nature hub like Northeast Ohio, especially with the Cuyahoga
Valley National Park and the Summit Metro Parks in our
backyards. Take a short walk outside, breathe in that fresh air,
and really observe your surroundings. This is a great family
activity, and you can make into an interactive competition as
well. If there is any trash, see who can pick up the most and
the winner can pick what to eat for dinner. Not only will this
give you a better appreciation of our environment, but if this
past year has taught us anything, is that staying home all day
is not as fun as it sounds.
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The other day someone told me that their dog’s paws were all cracked and injured from walking through
the large amount of salt on the sidewalk in front of their condominium complex. Paw injuries and other
impacts on pets are only one type of common problem caused by over-salting in the winter months.
In winter 2021 we are promoting the Stormwater Theme, “Steer Clear of Pollution, On the Road to Clean
Water,” and our winter focus is on Sensible Salting Practices. Continue reading to learn how road salt,
Sodium Chloride) can cause problems and harm our ecosystems and how you can adopt sensible salting
practices at home.
Simple changes in the amount and the ways in which we salt in the winter can make a big difference in
watershed health without jeopardizing our safety, and can also save communities and households
money.

Major Impacts of Road Salt (NaCl)
Water Quality Impacts:
Water contaminated with NaCl creates higher density
runoff water and will settle at the deepest part of the lake,
leading to chemical stratification. This can impede
natural turnover of bodies of water like lakes, and this
prevents the dissolved oxygen within the upper layers
from reaching the bottom layers and the nutrients in the
bottom layers rom reaching the upper layers, which can
lead to fish kills from oxygen deprivation. Elevated
chloride levels can threaten the health of food sources for
aquatic life and pose a risk to species survival, growth,
reproduction, and survival rates. Excess salt also inputs
high levels of chlorine to streams during dry periods, especially in the autumn. Elevated chlorine
concentrations in the fall are easily increased to toxic levels during the winter months. It is estimated that
sites with over 50% urban land cover exceed the US EPA water quality criteria for chlorine from100-200
days per year.
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Other Environmental Impacts: Road salt negatively impacts our soil, water, vegetation, and
wildlife.
Soil: Road salt destroys soil stability and decreases soil’s ability to hold water. This increases soil
erosion and the release of nutrients from the soil back into the water. Chlorine also gets
transferred to the groundwater tables through the soil. When salt contaminates groundwater, it
can pose a serious health threat to individuals who require a low sodium diet.
Wildlife Impacts: Birds often mistake road salt for seeds or grit, and ingestion can result in
sickness and death. High concentrations of salt can be found in snow melt, which animals drink
throughout the winter and can potentially lead to dehydration, salt toxicity, confusion, and
weakness.
Vegetation Impacts: When salt leaves the road from splashing or spraying up, transportation by
wind, or through snow melt in surface waters, it can cause dehydration and disrupt osmosis in
plants. This can disrupt nutrient uptake and cause injury to the plants flowering, seed
germination, and growth abilities.
Pet Impacts: When animals get road salt in their system it can cause serious negative health
effect like depression, vomiting, seizures, cardiac abnormalities and many more. In terms of paw
health, direct contact can produce painful irritations, inflammation and cracking that leads to
infections.
Economic Impacts: Road salt can become very
expensive over the season. In 2007, 18.3 million
metric tons of salt were sold, and the annual
deicing costs for the United States are estimated
to be around $2.3 billion. However, road salt
costs communities far more than just the
purchasing cost. Corrosive to bridges, buildings,
vehicles and infrastructure, road salt increases
the maintenance costs of these structures by
billions of dollars. Road salt also threatens
drinking water supplies, especially in well-water
areas. The disposal cost of road salt poses yet
another burden on communities throughout the
winter.
Here are some “Sensible Salting Practices” that we
as residents and homeowners can all employ which will
help to reduce the negative effects of sodium chloride
on the ecosystems in our watershed!
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Shovel Snow: Removing snow and ice during a snowstorm, if possible, reduces the amount of salt
required for deicing and increases the efficiency of deicing operations.
Follow Application Instructions: People often equate using more salt with rapid melting time, but
it doesn’t work that way. Excess salt does not help melt ice but is only carried away to our
waterways when the ice does melt. Following the application instructions reduces overapplication of deicers.
Reduce Chemical Application: Only apply road salt where you really need it. For example, you
may not require access to every door into your house, but mainly use the front door. Create a
path by shoveling snow to your front door and then apply the correct amount of road salt.
Consider Temperature: Most road salts are ineffective below 15°, so if you do not waste your time
applying salt when it will not help melt the ice! Sand can be coupled with salt for better traction
but must be swept up after use because sediment is another major pollutant of our storm water!
Sweep Up Extra Road Salt: Excess salt does not help melt ice. If the ice is gone but there is still salt
on your driveway, sweep it up because it is not doing anything beneficial.
Pet Safety: Sodium chloride, calcium chloride, and magnesium chloride can burn your pets’ paws.
Potassium acetate is a safer alternative to use but can be difficult to find. Reduce your salt usage
for your pets’ sake and wash paws after walking your pets.
Landscaping Plant Materials: Landscaping plants and trees around your home may be injured by
excess road salt. There are some species that are more salt-tolerant than others, but as a rule
you should avoid excess salt altogether to minimize the harmful and costly impacts on your
landscaping plant.

For more information on
sensible salting practices,
you may contact Summit
SWCD at 330-932-2456, or
go to our website at:
http://sswcd.summitoh.net
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Events
and
Announcements
MRG Program
Train to be a Master Rain Gardener! Summit SWCD is hosting a virtual Master
Rain Gardener training class this spring where you will learn to design and install
your own raingarden and be the raingarden expert in your neighborhood.
Raingardens work with nature to collect and filter rainwater that runs off
impervious surfaces like rooftops and driveways, which helps to prevent surface
runoff, water pollution, erosion, and flooding.
The class will start on March 15, 2021. Cost for the class is: $25.00. Register here.
Registration and payment should be in our office by March 10, 2021.
Please call 330-926-2452 for more information and any questions.

le
Native Plant Sa
2021 Native Plant Kit Sale
You can help restore Ohio’s native vegetation and
improve the water quality and health of our lakes
and streams by including a Native Plant Garden as
part of your landscaping plan. The Summit Soil and
Water Conservation District is offering several
different types of native plant kits for sale this spring,
in 2021. Each kit contains 50 native plant plugs and
costs $140.00. There are 7 types of kits available,
with 10 varieties of native plants in each kit.
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Summit SWCD 2021 Native Plant Kit Sale
Each kit contains 50 native plant plugs (2 ¼” X 5”)

Rain Garden Kit

Swamp Milkweed
Bristly Aster
Brown Fox Sedge
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Blue Flag Iris
Marsh Blazing Star
Ridell’s Goldenrod
Showy Black-Eyed Susan
Prairie Dropseed
Culver’s Root

Pollinator Kit

Common Ironweed
Common Milkweed
Ohio Spiderwort
Purple Prairie Clover
Wild Bergamot
Sky Blue Aster
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Golden Alexanders
Stiff Goldenrod
Prairie Dropseed

Wetland Kit

Butterfly/Bird Kit

Butterfly Weed
Wild Columbine
Smooth Blue Aster
Showy Goldenrod
Broad-Leaved Purple Coneflower
Lanceleaf Coreopsis
Rough Blazing Star
Foxglove Beard-Tongue
Brown-Eyed Susan
Prairie Dropseed

Prairie Kit

Little Bluestem
Butterfly Weed
Smooth Blue Aster
Nodding Wild Onion
Wild Bergamot
Broad-Leaved Purple
Coneflower
Yellow Coneflower
Ohio Spiderwort
Black-Eyed Susan
Prairie Dropseed

Swamp Milkweed
Bristly Sedge
Brown Fox Sedge
Boneset
Common Rush
Ridell’s Goldenrod
Marsh Blazing Star
Blue Flag
Great Blue Lobelia
Bristly Aster

Prairie Grass Kit

Big Bluestem
Side-Oats Grama
Copper-Shouldered Oval
Sedge
Canada Wild Rye
Indian Grass
Bottlebrush Grass
June Grass
Switch Grass
Little Bluestem
Prairie Dropseed

Shade Kit

Wild Columbine
Heart-Leaved Aster
Northern Sea Oats
Thimbleweed
Bottlebrush Grass
Blue Goldenrod
Ohio Spiderwort
Plantain Wood Sedge
Golden Alexanders
White Snakeroot

The native plant kits will be shipped to individual addresses starting
in mid-May. There is no additional charge for shipping. Native Plant
substitutions may be made if necessary.
The kits cost $140.00 each. Payment must accompany the order. Make your check
payable to Summit SWCD. You can mail your order to the address below. Our office
is closed to the public so we cannot accept in-person orders. Deadline for orders is
February 28,2021.
2021 Native Plant Sale Order Form
Name_____________________________
Address_______________________
City___________St._____Zip_______
Phone_________________________
E-Mail_________________________

Mail with Payment to:
Summit SWCD
1180 South Main Street
Suite 241
Akron, OH 44301
Phone: (330) 926-2452
http://sswcd.summitoh.net

Rain Garden Kit
Butterfly/Bird Kit
Wetland Kit
Pollinator Kit
Prairie Kit
Prairie Grass Kit
Shade Kit
Total Enclosed

#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
#___@ $140.00 ea._______
$______________

Order Deadline February 28, 2021

2021 Tree, Shrub, and Perennial Sale
This year, Summit Soil and Water Conservation District is once more expanding our Native Plant offerings
to include single plants which may be purchased in small groups of three of a single plant species for a
minimum order. In other words, you may purchase three of any species for your entire order if that is all
you desire to purchase.
Remember that when you plant these natives you are helping thousands of species of pollinators and
other wildlife, while restoring and sustaining your own ecosystem.
You may call 330-926-2452 for more information on the plants or any questions that you may have.
Following are descriptions and some characteristics of the plants and some pollinator information which
may help you decide how to plan your planting arrangements to attract certain pollinators and wildlife.

Black Cohosh. Cimicifuga racemosa 'sp.' z3-8, currently rhizome.
Root. Sometimes called Actaea racemosa. "The candle in the woods."
Black Cohosh has other names - black bugbane, black snakeroot, fairy
candle. Long, undulating flowers bloom in early summer on tall stems.
Has fragrant flowers and foliage. Likes half sun/half shade-full shade.
Attracts bumblebees.
Black Cohosh
Bloodroot. Sanguinaria canadensis 'sp.' z3-8, currently gets 4-6" tall.
Root. Bloodroot spreads over time to form large colonies. Each flower
stalk produces one 2" wide, 8-10 petaled, 1.5" diameter, white flower
with numerous yellow center stamens. Flowers open in sun but close at
night, and last just 1-2 days. Likes partial shade in summer. Powerful
medicinal. Attracts bees.

Bloodroot

Blue Cohosh. Caulophyllum thalictroides 'sp.' z3-8, gets 1-2' tall. Root.
Blue Cohosh 1-3' tall on strong, upright stems. It has lacy blue-green
foliage and erect clusters of blue, fruit-like seeds. Likes Half Sun/Half
Shade-Full Shade. The Blue Cohosh was heeled in from last year. They
look good and should be viable, but the nursery will guarantee and
will fully refund on any that don't leaf out. Tend to be deer and rabbit
resistant. Attracts bumblebees.
Blue Cohosh
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Blazing Star. Liatris spicata ”sp.” Also known as Gayfeather. z3-8, 2’-4’ tall,
Herbaceous perennial, blooms July to August with Red-Purple spikes. Great
raingarden plant, medium water, low maintenance, tolerates drought and clay soils,
attracts birds and butterflies. This plant is a great alternative to the invasive purple
loosestrife.
Blazing Star
Bluebells, Virginia Bluebell. Mertensia virginica 'sp.' Root. z4-9.
Virginia bluebell is a native wildflower that grows as an erect, clumpforming perennial 1-2' tall. It has clusters of pendulous, trumpetshaped, blue flowers in early spring. Prefers partial shade. Good choice
for planting under deciduous trees. z3-8, attracts honeybees, mason
bees, and many other bees as well as Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds,
Butterflies, Skippers, and Sphinx Moths.
Virginia Bluebells
Cardinal Flower. Lobelia cardinalis 'sp.' z3-9, rooted plantlet.
Cardinal Flower is a U.S. native perennial which typically grows in
moist locations. Growing 2-3' high, it features erect terminal spikes
with large, bright red flowers that draw hummingbirds and
butterflies. Blooms summer through fall. Grows in sun, partial shade,
and shade. Attracts hummingbirds and butterflies.
Cardinal Flower
Blue Cardinal Flower, aka Great Blue Lobelia. Lobelia siphilitica. z4-9.
Herbaceous perennial, with showy tall blue-flowered stalks, 2-3’ high, putting
on their show in late summer. Can grow in sun, part shade, or mostly shade,
as long as the soil stays moist. Attracts many species of bees and the Orange
Sulphur (Alfalfa) Butterfly.
Blue Cardinal Flower
Trillium, Red. Birthroot, Wake robin. Trillium erectum 'sp.' z3-6, Root.
Red trillium blooms in the early to mid-spring. Flowers are a deep red
in color, with some variation, and may persist for a month, but plants
need to be old before flowering begins. Attracts many Beetle species.
Avoid planting near more aggressively spreading plant species.
Trillium (roots)
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Trillium, White, Large-flowered trillium, Wood Lily. Trillium grandiflorum 'sp.'
z4-8, gets 12-18" tall. Root. Also known as great white trillium or wood lily. It is
one of the most familiar and treasured of the spring woodland wildflowers in
eastern North America. A stem rises from the underground rhizome and a
single white flower appears in spring. Attracts honeybees and bumblebees.
Avoid planting near more aggressive plant species.
White Trillium
Chokeberry, Black. Aronia melanocarpa. The species. z3-8. Known
for its clusters of white 5-petaled flowers in the early summer, it is
easily grown, and does well in full sun to part shade. Dark purple
berries are one of the most health-promoting berries. They are also
favored by wildlife. The leaves turn brilliant wine-red in the fall. It
has a wide range of soil tolerance including boggy soils. This is an
excellent wildlife shrub and a perfect choice for naturalizing. These
are nice and tall, branched. Bare root, seedlings 24-36” + roots.
When blooming in spring, black chokeberry provides nectar for
butterflies, honeybees, and hummingbirds.

Chokeberry

Buttonbush. Cephalanthus occidentalis. sp z5-9. Buttonbush is a
deciduous shrub with an open-rounded habit that typically grows 612’ tall x 4-8′ wide. Long, projecting styles make the flower heads
look like rounded pincushions. Full sun to part shade, can handle
wet soils and even standing water. Native to Eastern US, including
PA. Bare root, 3yr. seedlings 18-30” + roots. Attracts Birds, especially
Waterfowl and many species of butterflies.
Buttonbush
Dogwood, Red Osier. Cornus stolonifera (species) z3-8. In the wild, Red Osier
Dogwood commonly grows in areas of damp soil, such as wetlands. It is a
medium to tall deciduous shrub, growing 6-10' tall and 9-12' wide, spreading
readily by underground stolons to form dense thickets. Previously known as
Cornus sericea. Bare root, 18-24" + roots. Attracts many bird species and the
Spring Azure Butterfly. The other species of Dogwoods available are: Coral Red,
Silky, Yellow Twig, and White Flowering.

Red Osier

Witchhazel. Hamammelis virginiana (species). z3-8. Witchhazel is a
fall-blooming, deciduous shrub or small tree that is native to
woodlands and forest margins in the eastern US. It grows 15-20’ tall
with a similar spread. Sold as a bare root plant, 18-24" plus roots.
Attracts birds, especially Woodthrushes and Flycatchers.
Witchhazel
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Elderberry, bare root shrubs, grown from seed. Also known as
Black Elderberry or Common Elderberry. Freshly dug from the
field, top growth plus good roots, up to 12″ long. You can pot
these up now, plant them in the ground, or heel them into piles
or pots of bark mulch. Most of them would do well in a trade
#2 pot, or a full gallon. You can prune the roots if needed. The
Latin name used to be Sambuscus canadensis, but now the
preferred name is Sambuscus nigra ssp. canadensis (with ssp.
an abbreviation for subspecies). Elderberry fruits best with
Elderberry
multiple plants of diverse genetics in the area. As seedlings,
these should fruit well as long as 2 or more are within 50’ or so of each other. Native to much of the eastern
and Midwest U.S., it produces fruit that is considered to be immune boosting. Google Elderberry syrup for
details. Also tastes great as a jelly. Attracts bees and other pollinators.

Ninebark. Physocarpus opulifolius (species) z2-8, 18-24″ bare root.
Ninebark is an upright, spreading, deciduous, shrub. Growing 5-10’
tall, it is noted for its exfoliating bark which peels in strips to reveal
several layers of reddish to light brown inner bark–hence the common
name of ninebark. Host plant for several moth caterpillars including
the amazing Unicorn caterpillar (Schizura unicornis).
Ninebark

Persimmon. Diospyros virginiana. The species. z4-9. Ornamental landscape
tree that produces an edible food crop. This native to the Eastern United
States is dioecious, so both male and female plants are needed to obtain
fruit–plant several. Fruit ripens in September and becomes sweet and may be
eaten off the tree. Bare root, 2 yr. seedlings 20-30” + roots. Attracts native
bees and honeybees will travel up to 3 miles to reach persimmons.

Persimmon

American Plum

Plum, American. Prunus americana (species), z3-8. American, or
wild plum, native to the United States, is small, deciduous, single
trunk tree or multi-stemmed shrub. This is the wild plum, not the
large table plum. Pruned to a single stemmed tree, it grows to 15-25'
tall with a broad, spreading crown. As a shrub, it suckers freely and
can form large colonies. Sold as a bare root plant, 24-36" plus roots.
Attracts Cecropia moths.
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Redbud. Cercis canadensis (species) z4-8.
Redbud is an
understory tree that grows early spring before the leaves appear. It
is native to eastern and central North America from Florida to
Canada. A must-have ornamental beauty. Bare root, branched.
Attracts many species of birds and the Silver Spotted Skipper
butterfly as well as squirrels.

Redbud
Sweetshrub. Calycanthus floridus (species) z4-9, 18-24″ bare root.
Also called Carolina Allspice, it is a dense, rounded shrub which
grows 6-9′ high and wide. The fragrant blooms are said to be
similar to the scents of pineapple, strawberry, and banana. These
are thick, branched, and full roots. Sap Beetles are the main
pollinators.
Sweetshurb

Viburnum, Arrowwood. Viburnum dentatum (species) z3-8,
12-18″ bare root. Arrowwood viburnum is a hardy and easyto-grow plant due to its ability to thrive in a wide range of soil
textures, moisture levels, and pH. Its dense plant form makes
this species ideal for use in barriers, borders, hedges, or for
screening. In spring, the dark green leaves provide a backdrop
to the 2-4″ flat-topped clusters of small white flowers from
May through early June. In the fall the colorful combination of
bluish black berries and fall foliage in tones of yellow, red, and
purple is very attractive. It grows 8-10′ high x 5-10′ wide. Does
well in full sun to partial shade.

Highbush Cranberry

Viburnum Arrowwood

Viburnum, Highbush Cranberry, American. Viburnum
trilobum (species) z3-7. This cranberry bush, also known as
Viburnum opulus, is a U.S. native occurring in pastures,
thickets, and moist low places. It has a 3" lacecap white
flowers in spring, three lobed, maple-like, dark green leaves
through the summer, and drooping clusters of cranberrylike red berries in the fall. With the addition of a sweetener,
can be used to make jellies and sauces. Bare root, 18-24" +
roots. Viburnums host butterflies and moths including the
Holly Blue Butterfly, the Sphinx Moth, and the Hummingbird
Clearwing Moth.
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Willow, Pussy. Salix discolor (species) z4-8. This willow is a native of
the Eastern and Midwest U.S. It is dioecious (with separate male and
female plants). Easy to force in early spring. The males have showy
pearl-gray, silky, catkins on otherwise bare branches in late winter.
Females have smaller, greenish catkins. Grows 6-12' tall in medium
to wet soils, in full sun to part shade. Bare root, 28-32" + roots, thick
caliper, 25"+. Attracts many species of bees, ants, beetles, butterflies,
and other insects, as well as birds.
Pussy Willow
Winterberry, Ilex verticillata is a deciduous holly that is native to
Eastern North America where it typically occurs in swamps, low woods
and along ponds and streams. Greenish-white flowers appear in late
spring, which give way to a crop of bright red berries (1/4” diameter) in
late summer to fall, often persisting through the winter. Dioecious, so
male and female plants are needed in the vicinity to produce fruit.
Bare root, 18-24" + roots. Attracts many species of birds.
Winterberry
Bayberry, Northern. Myrica pennsylvanica. z3-7. Bayberry is
a pleasantly aromatic large shrub. It is an upright-rounded,
dense shrub with semi-evergreen, dark green, leathery-like
leaves and small waxy persistent blue-gray fruit. This shrub
adds winter interest and attracts many species of birds. It is
typically 5-6’ high but can reach 10’. Bayberry does well in full
sun to partial shade and does best in slightly acidic, moist
soil. This shrub will tolerate wet soil and salt spray! Bayberry
is dioecious and requires both a male and female plant to
fertilize and set fruit! This plant attracts birds and butterflies.

Bayberry

Mountain Ash. Sorbus Americana. Z3-6. This small native tree’s
dark green leaves turn yellow, orange, and reddish-purple in the
fall. Snowy-white spring flowers are followed by large clusters of
flame-red, berry-like fruit which is loved by birds. Likes acidic soil
with good drainage, full sun to light shade, and grows 10-30’. This
tree is an important source of food for many wildlife species.

Mountain Ash
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Fringetree, Chionanthus virginicus (species) z4-9. The primary
attraction of this 15-30', deciduous tree or shrub is the
drooping clusters of fragrant, white blossoms. Dark-blue,
grape-like clusters of fruits are produced from female
blossoms. The numerous delicate, fragrant, white-to-greenishwhite flowers are composed of 4-6 strap-shaped petals 1 inch
long by 1/16 inch wide. They hang in showy, branched clusters
4-6 inches long. Flowers open before or with the first leaves.
Other features are dark-green, glossy foliage and a pale-gray
trunk with bands of white. Leaves are deciduous, opposite, 4-8
inches long and 1/4 inch wide; the petiole is 1 inch long. Fall
color is usually not significant. Shrub or small tree with short
Fringetree
trunk, narrow, oblong crown, and showy masses of fragrant,
lacy, white flowers. One of the last trees to bear new leaves in spring, it appears dead until the leaves and
flowers appear. The genus name Chionanthus, meaning snow and flower, describes the blossoms.
Attracts birds and other wildlife.
New Jersey Tea. Ceanothus americanus. Z4-8. New Jersey-tea
is a low, upright, deciduous shrub that grows to only 3 ft. tall.
Pubescent leaves give the entire plant a grayish cast. Small white
flowers occur in 2 in., branch-tip clusters. A low shrub with tiny
white flowers in oval clusters rising from the leaf axils on the new
shoots. The base is woody, while the upper portion of the plant is
made up of herbaceous, spreading branches. Fall color is
insignificant. The dried leaves of this nitrogen-fixing shrub make
an excellent tea that was very popular during the Revolutionary
New Jersey Tea by R.W. Smith
War period. Smaller Redroot (C. herbaceous), with flowers in a
globose cluster and narrower leaves, ranges from Manitoba and western Quebec to western Maine,
south to western Georgia, west to Alabama, Arkansas, and Texas. Small-leaved Redroot (C. microphyllus),
has tiny leaves, less than 1/2 of an inch (1.3 cm) long, and occurs in sandy pine or oak woods in the
South. Butterflies, Wild Turkeys and Quail love this plant.
River Birch. Betula nigra. Z4-9. As its name suggests the River Birch
grows naturally along riverbanks, but as a landscape tree, it can
grow pretty much anywhere in the United States. This species is
valued for its relatively rapid growth, tolerance of wetness and some
drought, unique curling bark, spreading limbs, and relative
resistance to birch borer. The River Birch has not reached the
popularity of maples and oaks, but in 2002 it was named the Urban
Tree of the Year, by the Society of Municipal Arborists. Redpolls and
Pine Siskins love the catkins and this tree provides sustenance for
many other species of birds and wildlife.

River Birch
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Serviceberry, Allegheny. Amelanchier laevis. z4-8. Allegheny
Serviceberry is a small native understory tree with all-season
interest. The early white spring flowers, outstanding orange-red
fall color, and striking gray bark, make it a lovely specimen for
any landscape. The edible purplish-red fruit in late summer is
attractive to many birds.
Allegheny Serviceberry
Serviceberry, Shadbush. Amelanchier canadensis. Z4-8. This
Serviceberry is a large shrub or small tree with beautiful white spring
flowers, lovely fall color, and quarter-inch fruit loved by birds. It can
grow to 15-25’ height and spread. Full sun and partial shade are
ideal for this tree, and it needs at least four hours of unfiltered sun
per day. This serviceberry grows well in moist, acidic, and welldrained soils. Produces berry-like fruit that ripens in June, changing
in color from green, to red, to purplish-black, which provides food
for many birds and other species of wildlife.

Shadbush Serviceberry

Spicebush. Lindera benzoin. Z4-8. Northern spicebush is a
single or few stemmed, deciduous shrub, 6-12 ft. tall, with
glossy leaves and graceful, slender, light green branches. Leaves
alternate on the branchlets, up to 6 inches long and 2 1/2
inches wide, upper surface dark green, lower surface lighter in
color, obovate, tapering more gradually to the base than to the
tip, tip somewhat extended margins without teeth or lobes.
Dense clusters of tiny, pale yellow flowers bloom before the
leaves from globose buds along the twigs. Flowers occur in
Spicebush
umbel-like clusters and are followed by glossy red fruit. Both
the fruit and foliage are aromatic. Leaves turn a colorful golden-yellow in fall. In the North this plant is
thought of as the “forsythia of the wilds” because its early spring flowering gives a subtle yellow tinge to
many lowland woods where it is common. A tea can be made from the aromatic leaves and twigs. Many
species of wildlife including butterflies and moths benefit from Spicebush including the Swallowtails.

Viburnum, Nannyberry. Viburnum lentago. z2-8. Nannyberry is
grown as a large shrub or a small tree, reaching 5-20’ high, known
for its dark lustrous green leaves which turn maroon-red in the
fall. This Midwest native is typically found in woodlands and wood
edges and is a great plant for naturalizing. This plant prefers
alkaline soil, dry or moist well-drained. It is very attractive to birds
and butterflies.
Nannyberry by Julie Makin

2021 Winter Newsletter | 17

Black Willow. Salix nigra. Z4-8. A fast-growing tree, 10-60', with an
open crown often with several trunks growing out at angles from
one root. Found in wet soil along streams and at the margins of
ponds and lakes. Leaf blades up to 5" long, narrow and tapering to
an elongate tip, margins finely serrate. Bright yellow-green twigs
bear yellow-green catkins. Flowers inconspicuous, arranged in
elongate clusters which appear in March and April; male and
Black Willow
female flowers on separate trees. Seeds wind-borne on silky hairs.
by Joseph A. Marcus
The bark is deeply furrowed. This is the largest and most important
New World willow, with one of the most extensive ranges across the
country. In the lower Mississippi Valley it attains commercial timber size, reaching 100-140 (30-42 m) in
height and 4 (1.2 m) in diameter. Large trees are valuable in binding soil banks, thus preventing soil
erosion and flood damage. Mats and poles made from Black Willow trunks and branches provide further
protection of riverbanks and levees. One of the lightest of all eastern hardwoods, it is extremely weak in a
structural sense. Yet it has a strength of its own. When nails are driven into it, black willow does not split.
Black Willow is also a great shade tree and honey plant, providing habitat for many species of insects,
birds, and other wildlife.
Allegheny Pachysandra. Pachysandra procumbens. Z5-9.
Pachysandra procumbens, commonly known as Allegheny
spurge, is a shrubby, ground cover which grows 8-12" tall
and spreads indefinitely by rhizomes to form a dense carpet
of matte blue-green leaves mottled with purple and white. It
is native to woodlands from North Carolina and Kentucky
south to Florida and Texas. Ovate to suborbicular leaves (to
3" long) are coarsely toothed at the apex but untoothed at
the base. Leaves are typically deciduous in USDA Zones 5
and 6 but semi-evergreen to evergreen in Zones 7 to 9. Even
Allegheny Pachysandra
where evergreen, the leaves may appear worn and tattered
by midwinter. Tiny, fragrant, greenish white to white flowers bloom in terminal spikes (2-4"ong) in early
spring before the new leaves arrive. Best grown in acidic, organically rich, medium moisture, well-drained
soils in part shade to full shade. Plants thrive in sun dappled shade under large trees. Foliage tends to
bleach when grown in too much sun. Established plants tolerate drought. For use as a ground cover, set
starter plants 6-12" apart. Plants will slowly spread by rhizomes to form colonies. Avoid overhead
watering and thin plants periodically to promote good air circulation, particularly if plants have
experienced problems with leaf blight. Propagate by root division or cuttings.
Wild Ginger. Asarum canadense. z4-8. Canadian Wild Ginger,
our native plant, is larger, coarser, and hardier than its European
cousin. This plant has large, heart-shaped, deciduous green leaves.
The creeping rhizome has a ginger-like odor and flavor. Native
Americans used the root to flavor foods. Ginger provides a winter
home for many insects, especially flies and ants. Wild Ginger is a
beautiful addition to any garden.
Wild Ginger
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Christmas Fern. Polystichum acrostichoides. z3-9, Chistmas fern got its
name because it stays green right through the holiday season. It is a
robust, leathery fern which has glossy, green fronds year-round. The
fronds grow in clusters from a crownless rootstock and range from 1-2
ft. in length. Fertile fronds are taller. The once-divided fronds with
pointed pinnae result in a medium to coarse texture. The silvery
fiddleheads emerge in early spring. Christmas fern is very easy to
establish and grow where conditions are right. It requires cool, moist,
well-drained soil in shade. In the right spot, it can be a good, evergreen
border or accent plant. Though often used as a groundcover, it is a
clumping fern, not forming a continuous, undifferentiated carpet the
way some ferns do. Ferns provide habitat for many insects.

Cinnamon Fern

Christmas Ginger

Cinnamon Fern. Osmunda cinnamonea. Z4-9. The fronds of
cinnamon fern occur in groups, rising from a shallow, black
rootstock. Fertile fronds appear first as silvery, furry fiddleheads,
ultimately becoming stiff, erect, and covered with specialized pinnae,
which turn their upper portions into a thick spike of fruit dots turning from green to chocolate brown. Sterile fronds bend
outwards forming a vase-shaped circle enclosing the cinnamon
fronds. The fern can reach a height of 6 ft. The contrasting stature
of fertile and infertile fronds can make for dramatic accents in a
landscape. Many species of birds use the fuzz on the fiddleheads for
nesting material.

Royal Fern. Osmunda regalis. z3-9. Best grown in medium to wet
soils in part shade. Prefers moist, rich, humus, acidic soils, but
adapts to lesser conditions. Also prefers cool summer climates where
it tolerates close to full sun, if given consistent moisture. Full sun
exposure is not recommended for the hot summers. Osmunda
regalis, commonly called royal fern, is a tall, deciduous, native fern
which usually occurs on moist bluffs and ledges and along streams,
sometimes growing in the water. Typically grows in clumps to 2-3'
tall, but with constant moisture can reach 6' in height. Broad fronds
have large, well-separated pinnae (leaflets) which give this fern an
almost pea-family appearance. Fronds typically turn yellow to
brown in autumn. Spores are in brown, tassel-like, fertile clusters at
the tips of the fronds, thus giving rise to the additional common
name of flowering fern for this plant. Osmunda fiber used in the
potting of orchids comes from the fibrous roots of these ferns.

Royal Fern
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2021 Summit SWCD Spring Native Individual Plant Sale

Trees and Shrubs are in the form of bare-root dormant plants.
Trees, Shrubs and Herbaceous plants are all $5.00 each.
The minimum order number for any species is 3 plants.
There is a $17.95 shipping charge per order.

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________
Street Address:_________________________________________________________________________
City___________________________State________Zip_________________________________________
Phone Number: _______________ E-Mail___________________________________________________

Deadline for ordering is March 11, 2021.

Orders may be placed on-line at, or mailed to: Summit Soil & Water Conservation District
1180 South Main Street, Suite 241
Akron , Ohio, 44301
Our building is closed to the public at this time so we cannot accept in-person orders.
Payment may be in the form of a check. We are unable to accept credit card payment.

Plants will be delivered to your address in
Mid-April.
Summit Soil & Water Conservation District

Deadline for ordering is March 11, 2021.

1180 South Main Street, Suite 241
Akron, Ohio, 44301
Phone: 330-926-2452

TREES

Plant Type

Temp
Zones

size + roots

Fringetree. Chionanthus virginicus

tree

z4-9

12-18"

Mountain Ash. Sorbus americana

tree

z3-6

18-24"

tree

z4-9

18-24"

tree

z3-8

18-24"

tree

z4-8

18-24"

tree

z4-9

24-36"

tree

z4-8

18-24"

tree

z4-7

18-24"

tree

z4-8

18-24"

Plant Type

Temp
Zones

size + roots

Common name, genus, species

Persimmon. Diospyros virginiana

(species)

Plum, American. Prunus americana
Redbud. Cercis canadensis
River Birch. Betula nigra

(species)

(species)

(species)

Serviceberry, Allegany. Amelanchier laevis ( species)
Serviceberry, Shadbush. Amelanchier canadensis

(species)

Willow, Black. Salix nigra (species)

SHRUBS
Common name, genus, species

Black Chokeberry. Aronia melanocarpa

(species)

shrub

z3-8

18-24"

Buttonbush. Cephalanthus occidentalis

(species)

shrub

z5-9

18-30"

shrub

z3-8

12-18"

Dogwood, Coral Red. Cornus alba ' Sibirica' (species)

Total Amount (each
Quantity Ordered
Price Each $5.00
species)
(3 minimum)

Total Amount (each
Quantity Ordered
Price Each $5.00
species)
(3 minimum)

Dogwood, Red Osier. Cornus stolonifera

(species)

shrub

z3-8

18-24"

Plant Type

Temp
Zones

size + roots

shrub

z5-8

18-24"

Dogwood, Yellow Twig. Cornus sericea (species) "Flaviramea'

shrub

z4-8

18-24"

Bayberry, Northern. Myrica pennslyvanica

shrub

z3-7

12-18"

Elderberry, Black, or common. Sambucus nigra ssp. canadensis (sp.)

shrub

z3-8

24-36"

Hazelnut, American. Filbert Corylus americana

shrub

z4-9

24-36"

New Jersey Tea. Ceanothus americanus

shrub

z4-8

12-18"

Ninebark. Physocarpus opulifolius

shrub

z2-8

24-36"

shrub

z4-9

12-18"

shrub

z6-9

18-24"

shrub

z4-9

18-24"

shrub

z3-8

24-36"

Viburnum, Nannyberry. Viburnum lentago (species)

shrub

z2-8

18-24"

Viburnum, Highbush Cranberry, American. Viburnum trilobum (sp.)

shrub

z3-7

18-24"

Willow, Pussy. Salix discolor

shrub

z4-8

18-24"

shrub

z3-9

18-24"

shrub

z3-8

18-24"

Plant Type

Temp
Zones

size + roots

Allegheny Pachysandra. Pachysandra procumbens

perennial

z4-9

Roots

Liatris, Blazing Star. Liatris spicata (bag of 10 corms) (species)

perennial

z3-8

Roots

Black Cohosh. Cimicifuga racemosa

perennial

z4-10

Roots

Bloodroot. Sanguinaria canadensis

perennial

z4-9

Roots

Blue Cardinal Flower. Lobelia siphilitica

perennial

z4-8

Roots

Blue Cohosh. Caulophyllum thalictroides

perennial

z6-9

Roots

Cardinal Flower. Lobelia cardinalis

perennial

z3-9

Roots

SHRUBS (continued)
Common name, genus, species

Dogwood, Silky. Cornus amomom

Spicebush. Lindera benzoin

(species)

(species)

(species)

(species)

Strawberry Bush, American. Euonymous americanus
Sweetshrub. Calycanthus floridus

(species)

Viburnum, Arrowwood. Viburnum dentatum

Winterberry. Ilex verticillata

(species)

(species)

(species)
(species)

Witchhazel. Hamammelis virginiana

(species)

PERENNIALS
Common name, genus, species

Total Amount (each
Quantity Ordered
Price Each $5.00
species)
(3 minimum)

Total Amount (each
Quantity Ordered
Price Each $5.00
species)
(3 minimum)

Trillium, Red. Trillium erectum

perennial

z3-6

Roots

Trillium, White. Trillium grandiflorum

perennial

z4-8

Roots

Virginia Bluebell. Mertensia virginica

perennial

z3-8

Roots

Plant Type

Temp
Zones

size + roots

Fern, Cinnamon Fern. Osmunda cinnamonea

perennial

z4-9

Rhizomes

Fern, Christmas Fern. Polystichum acrostichoides

perennial

z3-9

Rhizomes

Fern, Royal Fern. Osmunda regalis

perennial

z5-11

Rhizomes

PERENNIALS (continued)
Common name, genus, species

Total Amount (each
Quantity Ordered
Price Each $5.00
species)
(3 minimum)

Total Plants Ordered
Total Amount of Order

$
$17.95

Add $17.95 Shipping

Total Including Shipping

$

CONTACT US
1180 South Main Street #241
Akron, OH 44301
330.929.2871
staff@summitoh.net
sswcd.summitoh.net

Mission Statement:
Summit SWCD provides leadership and advocates for the stewardship of our natural resources and
responsible land use through the provision of education, technical assistance, and partnerships in
Summit County.
The Summit SWCD is an independent division of the Ohio Department of Agriculture and is
funded by the State of Ohio, the Summit County Council, and the Summit County
Communities for Clean Stormwater.
In order to provide equal employment opportunities to all individuals, employment decisions
in the District will be based on merit, qualifications, and abilities. The Summit Soil and Water
Conservation District does not discriminate in employment opportunities or practices on the
basis of race, color, sex, age, religion, national origin, ancestry, veteran status, disability, sexual
orientation, gender identity or any other characteristic to the extent protected by law.
Summit SWCD does not discriminate in services without regard to race, color, sex, age,
religion, national origin, ancestry, veteran status, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity
or any other characteristic to the extent protected by law.
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