
 

2021 Expanded Native Plant and Tree Offerings 

This year, Summit Soil and Water Conservation District is once more expanding our 
Native Plant offerings to include single plants which may be purchased in small groups 
of three of a single plant species for a minimum order. (In other words, you may 
purchase three of any species for your entire order if that is all you desire to purchase.)  

The herbaceous plants include some of our iconic woodland spring ephemerals and 
come in the form of bare roots and corms just out of dormancy and are less fragile, so 
the plants are easy to handle and plant right away when the ground is still soft in early 
April. 

The trees and shrubs are bare-root seedlings and should also be planted promptly to 
assure successful growth.  If adding mulch when planting your trees and shrubs be sure 
not to place mulch around them any closer than 6 inches from the stem or trunk.  This 
will help to prevent disease, insect infestation, and smothering of the roots.   

Remember that when you plant these natives you are helping thousands of species of 
pollinators and other wildlife, while restoring and sustaining your own ecosystem.   

You may call 330-926-2452 for more information on the plants or any questions that you 
may have.   

Following are descriptions and some characteristics of the plants and some pollinator 
information which may help you decide how to plan your planting arrangements to 
attract certain pollinators and wildlife. 

 

 

      

Black Cohosh. Cimicifuga racemosa 'sp.' z3-8, 
currently rhizome. Root. Sometimes called Actaea 
racemosa. "The candle in the woods." Black Cohosh 
has other names--black bugbane, black snakeroot, 
fairy candle. Long, undulating flowers bloom in early 
summer on tall stems. Has fragrant flowers and foliage.  
Likes half sun/half shade-full shade. Attracts 
Bumblebees. 
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Bloodroot. Sanguinaria canadensis 'sp.' z3-8, currently gets 4-6" 
tall. Root. Bloodroot spreads over time to form large colonies. 
Each flower stalk produces one 2" wide, 8-10 petaled, 1.5" 
diameter, white flower with numerous yellow center stamens. 
Flowers open in sun but close at night, and last just 1-2 days. 
Likes partial shade in summer. Powerful medicinal. Attracts 
Bees. 

 

Blue Cohosh. Caulophyllum thalictroides 'sp.' z3-8, gets 1-2' tall. 
Root. Blue Cohosh 1-3' tall on strong, upright stems. It has lacy 
blue-green foliage and erect clusters of blue, fruit-like seeds. Likes 
Half Sun/Half Shade-Full Shade. The Blue Cohosh was heeled in 
from last year. (They look good and should be viable but the 
nursery will guarantee and will fully refund on any that don't leaf 
out.) Tend to be Deer and Rabbit resistant. Attracts Bumblebees. 

 

Blazing Star. Liatris spicata”sp” Also known as Gayfeather. z3-8, 2’-4’ 
tall, Herbaceous perennial, blooms July to August with Red-Purple 
spikes.  Great Rain Garden plant, medium water, low maintenance, 
tolerates drought and clay soils, attracts Birds and Butterflies. This 
plant is a great alternative to the invasive purple loosestrife. 

 

Bluebells, Virginia Bluebell. Mertensia virginica 'sp.' Root. 
z4-9. Virginia bluebell is a native wildflower that grows as an 
erect, clump-forming perennial 1-2' tall. It has clusters of 
pendulous, trumpet-shaped, blue flowers in early spring. 
Prefers partial shade.  Good choice for planting under 
deciduous trees. z3-8, attracts honeybees, mason bees, and 
many other bees as well as Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds, 
Butterflies, Skippers, and Sphinx Moths. 

 

Cardinal Flower. Lobelia cardinalis 'sp.' z3-9, rooted 
plantlet. Cardinal Flower is a US native perennial which 
typically grows in moist locations. Growing 2-3' high, it 
features erect terminal spikes with large, bright red 
flowers that draw hummingbirds and butterflies. Blooms 
summer through fall. Grows in sun, partial shade, and 
shade. Attracts Hummingbirds and Butterflies. 
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Blue Cardinal Flower, aka Great Blue Lobelia. Lobelia 
siphilitica. z4-9. Herbaceous perennial, with showy tall blue-
flowered stalks, 2-3’ high, putting on their show in late 
summer. Can grow in sun, part shade, or mostly shade, as 
long as the soil stays moist. Attracts many species of Bees 
and the Orange Sulphur (Alfalfa) Butterfly.  

 

 

 

Trillium, Red. Birthroot, Wake robin. Trillium erectum 'sp.' z3-6, Root. Red trillium 
blooms in the early to mid-spring. Flowers are a deep red in color, with some variation, 
and may persist for a month, but plants need to be old before flowering begins. Attracts 
many Beetle species. Avoid planting near more aggressively spreading plant species. 

 

Trillium, White, Large-flowered trillium, Wood Lily. 
Trillium grandiflorum 'sp.' z4-8, gets 12-18" tall. Root. 
Also known as great white trillium or wood lily, it is one of 
the most familiar and treasured of the spring woodland 
wildflowers in eastern North America. A stem rises from 
the underground rhizome and a single white flower 
appears in spring.  Attracts Honeybees and 
Bumblebees.  Avoid planting near more aggressive plant 
species. 
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Chokeberry, Black. Aronia melanocarpa. 

The species. z3-8. Known for its clusters 

of white 5-petaled flowers in the early 

summer, it is easily grown, and does well 

in full sun to part shade. Dark purple 

berries are one of the most health-

promoting berries. They are also favored 

by wildlife. The leaves turn brilliant wine-

red in the fall. It has a wide range of soil 

tolerance including boggy soils. This is 

an excellent wildlife shrub and a perfect 

choice for naturalizing. These are nice 

and tall, branched. Bare root, seedlings 24-36” + roots. When blooming in spring, black 

chokeberry provides nectar for Butterflies, Honeybees, and Hummingbirds. 

 

 

Buttonbush. Cephalanthus occidentalis. 

The species. z5-9. Buttonbush is a 

deciduous shrub with an open-rounded 

habit that typically grows 6-12’ tall x 4-8′ 

wide. Long, projecting styles make the 

flower heads look like rounded pincushions. 

Full sun to part shade, can handle wet soils 

and even standing water. Native to eastern 

US, including PA. Bare root, 3 yr. seedlings 

18-30” + roots. Attracts Birds, especially 

Waterfowl and many species of Butterflies. 

 

 

Dogwood, Red Osier. Cornus stolonifera (species) z3-8. In the wild, 

Red Osier Dogwood commonly grows in areas of damp soil, such as 

wetlands. It is a medium to tall deciduous shrub, growing 6-10' tall 

and 9-12' wide, spreading readily by underground stolons to form 

dense thickets. Previously known as Cornus sericea. Bare root, 18-

24" + roots.  Attracts many bird species and the Spring Azure 

Butterfly. The other species of Dogwoods available are: Coral Red, 

Silky, Yellow Twig, and White Flowering.  
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Elderberry bare root shrubs, grown from 

seed. Also known as Black Elderberry 

or Common Elderberry. Freshly dug 

from the field, top growth plus good 

roots, up to 12″ long. You can pot these 

up now, plant them in the ground, or 

heel them into piles or pots of bark 

mulch. Most of them would do well in a 

trade #2 pot, or a full gallon. You can 

prune the roots if needed. The Latin name used to be Sambuscus canadensis, but now 

the preferred name is Sambuscus nigra ssp. canadensis (with ssp. an abbreviation for 

subspecies). Elderberry fruits best with multiple plants of diverse genetics in the area. 

As seedlings, these should fruit well as long as 2 or more are within 50’ or so of each 

other. Native to much of the eastern and midwest US, it produces fruit that is considered 

to be immune boosting. Google Elderberry syrup for details. Also tastes great as a jelly. 

Attracts Bees and other pollinators. 

 

Ninebark. Physocarpus opulifolius (species) z2-8, 

18-24″ bare root. Ninebark is an upright, 

spreading, deciduous, shrub. Growing 5-10’ tall, 

it is noted for its exfoliating bark which peels in 

strips to reveal several layers of reddish to light 

brown inner bark–hence the common name of 

ninebark.  Host plant for several moth caterpillars 

including the amazing Unicorn caterpillar 

(Schizura unicornis.)  

 

 

Persimmon. Diospyros virginiana. The species. z4-9. 

Ornamental landscape tree that produces an edible food 

crop. This native to the eastern United States is dioecious, 

so both male and female plants are needed to obtain fruit–

plant several. Fruit ripens in September and becomes sweet 

and may be eaten off the tree. Bare root, 2 yr. seedlings 20-

30” + roots. Attracts Native Bees and Honeybees will travel 

up to 3 miles to reach persimmons.  
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Plum, American. Prunus americana (species), z3-8. 

American, or wild plum, native to the United States, 

is small, deciduous, single trunk tree or multi-

stemmed shrub. This is the wild plum, not the large 

table plum. Pruned to a single stemmed tree, it 

grows to 15-25' tall with a broad, spreading crown. 

As a shrub, it suckers freely and can form large 

colonies. Sold as a bare root plant, 24-36" plus 

roots. Attracts Cecropia moths. 

 

 

Redbud. Cercis canadensis (species) z4-8.  Redbud 

is an understory tree that grows early spring before 

the leaves appear. It is native to eastern and central 

North America from Florida to Canada. A must-have 

ornamental beauty. Bare root, branched. Attracts 

many species of birds and the Silver Spotted Skipper 

butterfly as well as squirrels. 

 

 

Sweetshrub. Calycanthus floridus (species) z4-9, 18-

24″ bare root. Also called Carolina Allspice, it is a 

dense, rounded shrub which grows 6-9′ high and wide. 

The fragrant blooms are said to be similar to the scents 

of pineapple, strawberry, and banana. These are thick, 

branched, and full roots. Sap Beetles are the main 

pollinators. 

 

 

 

 

Viburnum, Arrowwood. Viburnum dentatum (species) 

z3-8, 12-18″ bare root. Arrowwood viburnum is a hardy 

and easy-to-grow plant due to its ability to thrive in a 

wide range of soil textures, moisture levels, and pH. Its 

dense plant form makes this species ideal for use in 
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barriers, borders, hedges, or for screening. In spring, the dark green leaves provide a 

backdrop to the 2-4″ flat-topped clusters of small white flowers from May through early 

June. In the fall the colorful combination of bluish black berries and fall foliage in tones 

of yellow, red, and purple is very attractive. It grows 8-10′ high x 5-10′ wide. Does well in 

full sun to partial shade.  

 

Viburnum, Highbush Cranberry, American. 

Viburnum trilobum (species) z3-7. This cranberry 

bush, also known as Viburnum opulus, is a US 

native occurring in pastures, thickets, and moist 

low places. It has 3" lacecap white flowers in 

spring, three lobed, maple-like, dark green leaves 

through the summer, and drooping clusters of 

cranberry-like red berries in the fall. With the 

addition of a sweetener, can be used to make 

jellies and sauces. Bare root, 18-24" + roots. 

Viburnums host butterflies and moths including the Holly Blue Butterfly, the Sphinx 

Moth, and the Hummingbird Clearwing Moth. 

 

Willow, Pussy. Salix discolor (species) z4-8. This willow 

is a native of the eastern and midwest US. It is 

dioecious (with separate male and female plants). Easy 

to force in early spring. The males have showy pearl-

gray, silky, catkins on otherwise bare branches in late 

winter. Females have smaller, greenish catkins. Grows 

6-12' tall in medium to wet soils, in full sun to part 

shade. Bare root, 28-32" + roots, thick caliper, .25"+. 

Attracts many species of Bees, Ants, Beetles, 

Butterflies, and other insects, as well as birds. 

 

 

 

Winterberry, Ilex verticillata is a deciduous holly that is 

native to eastern North America where it typically occurs 

in swamps, low woods and along ponds and streams. 

Greenish-white flowers appear in late spring, which give 

way to a crop of bright red berries (1/4” diameter) in late 

summer to fall, often persisting through the winter. 
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Dioecious, so male and female plants are needed in the vicinity to produce fruit. Bare 

root, 18-24" + roots. Attracts many species of birds. 

 

 

Witchhazel. Hamammelis virginiana (species). z3-8. 

Witchhazel is a fall-blooming, deciduous shrub or small 

tree that is native to woodlands and forest margins in the 

eastern US. It grows 15-20’ tall with a similar spread. 

Sold as a bare root plant, 18-24" plus roots. Attracts 

birds, especially Woodthrushes and Flycatchers. 

 

 

 

Bayberry, Northern. Myrica pennsylvanica. Z3-7. 

Bayberry is a pleasantly aromatic large shrub.  It is 

an upright-rounded, dense shrub with semi-

evergreen, dark green, leathery-like leaves and 

small waxy persistent blue-gray fruit.  This shrub 

adds winter interest and attracts many species of 

birds. It is typically 5-6’ high but can reach 10’. 

Bayberry does well in full sun to partial shade and 

does best in slightly acidic, moist soil. This shrub will 

tolerate wet soil and salt spray! Bayberry is dioecious and requires both a male and 

female plant to fertilize and set fruit! This plant attracts birds and butterflies. 

  

Fringetree, Chionanthus virginicus-z4-9. The 
primary attraction of this 15-30 
ft., deciduous tree or shrub is the drooping clusters 
of fragrant, white blossoms. Dark-blue, grape-like 
clusters of fruits are produced from female 
blossoms. The numerous delicate, fragrant, white-
to-greenish-white flowers are composed of 4-6 
strap-shaped petals 1 inch long by 1/16 inch wide. 
They hang in showy, branched clusters 4-6 inches 
long. Flowers open before or with the first leaves. 
Other features are dark-green, glossy foliage and 
a pale-gray trunk with bands of white. Leaves 
are deciduous, opposite, 4-8 inches long and 1/4 inch wide; the petiole is 1 inch long. 
Fall color is usually not significant. Shrub or small tree with short trunk, 
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narrow, oblong crown, and showy masses of fragrant, lacy, white flowers. One of the 
last trees to bear new leaves in spring, it appears dead until the leaves and flowers 
appear. The genus name Chionanthus, meaning snow and flower, describes the 
blossoms.  Attracts birds and other wildlife. 

 

Mountain Ash. Sorbus Americana. Z3-6.  This small 
native tree’s dark green leaves turn yellow, orange, 
and reddish-purple in the fall.  Snowy-white spring 
flowers are followed by large clusters of flame-red, 
berry-like fruit which is loved by birds. Likes acidic soil 
with good drainage, full sun to light shade, and grows 
10-30’.  This tree is an important source of food for 
many wildlife species.  

  

 

 

 

New Jersey Tea. Ceanothus americanus.  Z4-8.  New 
Jersey-tea is a low, upright, deciduous shrub that grows 
to only 3 ft. tall. Pubescent leaves give the entire plant 
a grayish cast. Small white flowers occur in 2 in., 
branch-tip clusters. A low shrub with tiny white flowers 
in oval clusters rising from the leaf axils on the new 
shoots. The base is woody, while the upper portion of 
the plant is made up of herbaceous, spreading 
branches. Fall color is insignificant.The dried leaves of 
this nitrogen-fixing shrub make an excellent tea that 
was very popular during the Revolutionary War period. 
Smaller Redroot (C. herbaceus), with flowers in a 
globose cluster and narrower leaves, ranges from 
Manitoba and western Quebec to western Maine, south to western Georgia, west to 
Alabama, Arkansas, and Texas. Small-leaved Redroot (C. microphyllus), has tiny 
leaves, less than 1/2 of an inch (1.3 cm) long, and occurs in sandy pine or oak woods in 
the South.  Butterflies, Wild Turkeys and Quail love this plant. 
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River Birch.  Betula nigra.  Z4-9.  As its name 
suggests the River Birch grows naturally along 
riverbanks, but as a landscape tree, it can grow 
pretty much anywhere in the United States. This 
species is valued for its relatively rapid growth, 
tolerance of wetness and some drought, unique 
curling bark, spreading limbs, and relative 
resistance to birch borer. The River Birch has not 
reached the popularity of maples and oaks, but in 
2002 it was named the Urban Tree of the Year, by 
the Society of Municipal Arborists. Redpolls and 
Pine Siskins love the catkins and this tree provides 
sustenance for many other species of birds and 
wildlife. 

 

 

 

Serviceberry, Allegheny. Amelanchier laevis.  z4-8.  
Allegheny Serviceberry is a small native understory 
tree with all-season interest.  The early white spring 
flowers, outstanding orange-red fall color, and striking 
gray bark, make it a lovely specimen for any 
landscape. The edible purplish-red fruit in late summer 
is attractive to many birds. 

 

 

Serviceberry, Shadbush. Amelanchier canadensis. Z4-8. 
This Serviceberry is a large shrub or small tree with 
beautiful white spring flowers, lovely fall color, and quarter-
inch fruit loved by birds. It can grow to 15-25’ height and 
spread. Full sun and partial shade are ideal for this tree, 
and it needs at least four hours of unfiltered sun per day. 
This serviceberry grows well in moist, acidic, and well-
drained soils. Produces berry-like fruit that ripens in June, 
changing in color from green, to red, to purplish-black,which 
provides food for many birds and other species of wildlife. 
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Spicebush. Lindera benzoin. Z4-8.  Northern spicebush is a 
single or few-stemmed, deciduous shrub, 6-12 ft. tall, with 
glossy leaves and graceful, slender, light green branches. 
Leaves alternate on the branchlets, up to 6 inches long and 
2 1/2 inches wide, upper surface dark green, lower surface 
lighter in color, obovate, tapering more gradually to the base 
than to the tip, tip somewhat extended margins without teeth 
or lobes. Dense clusters of tiny, pale yellow flowers bloom 
before the leaves from globose buds along the twigs. 
Flowers occur in umbel-like clusters and are followed by 
glossy red fruit. Both the fruit and foliage are aromatic. Leaves turn a colorful golden-
yellow in fall.  In the North this plant is thought of as the “forsythia of the wilds” because 
its early spring flowering gives a subtle yellow tinge to many lowland woods where it is 
common. A tea can be made from the aromatic leaves and twigs.   Many species of 
wildlife including butterflies and moths benefit from Spicebush including the 
Swallowtails. 

 

Viburnum, Nannyberry.  Viburnum lentago.  Z2-8.  
Nannyberry is grown as a large shrub or a small tree, 
reaching 5-20’ high, known for its dark lustrous green 
leaves which turn maroon-red in the fall.  This Midwest 
native is typically found in woodlands and wood edges and 
is a great plant for naturalizing. This plant prefers alkaline 
soil, dry or moist well-drained. It is very attractive to birds 
and butterflies. 

 

Black Willow. Salix nigra. Z4-8. A fast-growing tree, 10-60 ft., with an open crown often 
with several trunks growing out at angles from one root. Found in wet soil along streams 
and at the margins of ponds and lakes. Leaf blades up to 5 inches long, narrow and 
tapering to an elongate tip, margins finely serrate. Bright yellow-green twigs bear 
yellow-green catkins. Flowers inconspicuous, arranged in elongate clusters which 
appear in March and April; male and female flowers on separate trees. Seeds wind-

borne on silky hairs. The bark is deeply furrowed. 
This is the largest and most important New World 
willow, with one of the most extensive ranges 
across the country. In the lower Mississippi Valley it 
attains commercial timber size, reaching 100-140 
(30-42 m) in height and 4 (1.2 m) in diameter. 
Large trees are valuable in binding soil banks, thus 
preventing soil erosion and flood damage. Mats 
and poles made from Black Willow trunks and 
branches provide further protection of riverbanks 
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and levees. One of the lightest of all eastern hardwoods, it is extremely weak in a 
structural sense. Yet it has a strength of its own. When nails are driven into it, black 
willow does not split. Black Willow is also a great shade tree and honey plant, providing 
habitat for many species of insects, birds, and other wildlife. 

 

Allegheny Pachysandra.  Pachysandra procumbens. 
Z5-9. Pachysandra procumbens, commonly known 
as Allegheny spurge, is a shrubby, ground cover 
which grows 8-12" tall and spreads indefinitely by 
rhizomes to form a dense carpet of matte blue-green 
leaves mottled with purple and white. It is native to 
woodlands from North Carolina and Kentucky south 
to Florida and Texas. Ovate to suborbicular leaves 
(to 3" long) are coarsely toothed at the apex but 
untoothed at the base. Leaves are typically 
deciduous in USDA Zones 5 and 6 but semi-
evergreen to evergreen in Zones 7 to 9. Even where evergreen, the leaves may appear 
worn and tattered by midwinter. Tiny, fragrant, greenish white to white flowers bloom in 
terminal spikes (2-4" long) in early spring before the new leaves arrive. Best grown in 
acidic, organically rich, medium moisture, well-drained soils in part shade to full shade. 
Plants thrive in sun dappled shade under large trees. Foliage tends to bleach when 
grown in too much sun. Established plants tolerate drought. For use as a ground cover, 
set starter plants 6-12" apart. Plants will slowly spread by rhizomes to form colonies. 
Avoid overhead watering and thin plants periodically to promote good air circulation, 
particularly if plants have experienced problems with leaf blight. Propagate by root 
division or cuttings. 

 

Christmas Fern. Polystichum acrostichoides. z3-9 
Chistmas fern got its name because it stays green right 
through the holiday season. It is a robust, 
leathery fern which has glossy, green fronds year-round. 
The fronds grow in clusters from a crownless rootstock and 
range from 1-2 ft. in length. Fertile fronds are taller. The 
once-divided fronds with pointed pinnae result in a medium 
to coarse texture. The silvery fiddleheads emerge in early 
spring.  Christmas fern is very easy to establish and grow 
where conditions are right. It requires cool, moist, well-
drained soil in shade. In the right spot, it can be a 
good, evergreen border or accent plant. Though often used 
as a groundcover, it is a clumping fern, not forming a 
continuous, undifferentiated carpet the way some ferns do. 
Ferns provide habitat for many insects. 
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Cinnamon Fern. Osmunda cinnamonea. Z4-9. 
The fronds of cinnamon fern occur in groups, 
rising from a shallow, black rootstock. Fertile 
fronds appear first as silvery, furry fiddleheads, 
ultimately becoming stiff, erect, and covered 
with specialized pinnae, which turn their upper 
portions into a thick spike of fruit dots - turning 
from green to chocolate brown. Sterile fronds 
bend outwards forming a vase-shaped circle 
enclosing the cinnamon fronds. The fern can 
reach a height of 6 ft. The contrasting stature of 
fertile and infertile fronds can make for 

dramatic accents in a landscape. Many species of birds use the fuzz on the fiddleheads 
for nesting material.  

Royal Fern. Osmunda regalis. z3-9. Best grown in medium to wet 
soils in part shade. Prefers moist, rich, humus, acidic soils, but 
adapts to lesser conditions. Also prefers cool summer climates 
where it tolerates close to full sun, if given consistent moisture. 
Full sun exposure is not recommended for the hot summers.  
Osmunda regalis, commonly called royal fern, is a tall, deciduous, 
native fern which usually occurs on moist bluffs and ledges and 
along streams, sometimes growing in the water. Typically grows 
in clumps to 2-3' tall, but with constant moisture can reach 6' in 
height. Broad fronds have large, well-separated pinnae (leaflets) 
which give this fern an almost pea-family appearance. Fronds 
typically turn yellow to brown in autumn. Spores are in brown, 
tassel-like, fertile clusters at the tips of the fronds, thus giving rise 
to the additional common name of flowering fern for this plant. 
Osmunda fiber used in the potting of orchids comes from the 
fibrous roots of these ferns. 

 

Wild Ginger. Asarum canadense. z4-8.   Canadian 
Wild Ginger, our native plant, is larger, coarser, 
and hardier than its European cousin. This plant 
has large, heart-shaped, deciduous green leaves. 
The creeping rhizome has a ginger-like odor and 
flavor.  Native Americans used the root to flavor 
foods. Ginger provides a winter home for ma ny 
insects, especially flies and ants. Wild Ginger is a 
beautiful addition to any garden.            
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